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AP Capstone

25 students(13%) 



IBDP

42 students (23%) 



Mixed

75 students (41% of the
class)
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SAT & ACT (Class of 2023)
● 21 %  didn’t take SAT or ACT
● 1 student took ACT
● 27% of the students applied to colleges 

without any SAT or ACT score



 Prediction Cycles:
IB: 

Year 1- June 

Year 2 - October, November, December, January, March and April

AP:

The first PG in January, and a second one following the Mock exams in April.



Challenges of Hybrid Schedule Students
● IB courses are not recognized by some universities. 
● Some students are not able to fulfill the subject requirements of university programs due to 

the fact that they learn about the requirements in grade 11 or 12.

 



Grade Inflation and English Proficiency
● Guided predictions
● AP and IB HL English Tests
● Conversion Chart (Next slide)
 





Schools in Qatar:
● Public Schools with Qatari Curriculum
● American Curriculum
● British Curriculum
● IB Curriculum
● Indian
● French
● Finnish
● Swiss
● Canadian
● Lebanese
● German 

● Turkish
● Sri Lankan
● Filipino



A Transcript from a public school



Q&A

Please scan the QR code for our HS Profile



Brett Bowring - College Counselor

The KAUST School 
School Profile Linked Above

Available Curriculums

US Diploma

US Diploma plus IB Courses

International Baccalaureate Diploma 

Saudi Arabia

https://tks.kaust.edu.sa/sites/default/files/2023-10/tks_high_school_profile_2022-2023_compressed.pdf


How many TKS students take courses from concurrent systems?

● All students are enrolled in the MYP program through grade 10.

● At TKS, approximately ⅔ of students are enrolled as full IB Diploma students.

● At TKS, approximately ⅓ of students are enrolled in either a full US offshore 

diploma, or a combination of US offshore with IB courses. 

Saudi Arabia



What does a typical TKS student's Grade 12 course registration look 

like?

Saudi Arabia



How do TKS students deal with the SAT/ACT?

● The ACT is not a testing option at TKS. Students do not sit for this exam.

● The KAUST School is an SAT test center.

● Less than 10% of students sit for the SAT each year. 

● Students rarely submit an SAT exam as part of the admissions process. 

Saudi Arabia



What is the typical cycle for predicted grades at TKS?

● First week of October

○ This round of predicted grades are for applications to OxBridge / UK 

Medical, Dental, Veterinary, US ED/ EA.

● Mid November

○ All predicted grades are due

Saudi Arabia



What does a senior year transcript look like at TKS

See the Following Pages

Saudi Arabia



Full IB 
Diploma 
Student



US 
Diploma 
w/ IB 
Diploma 
Courses



Full US 
Diploma 
Student



Challenges or concerns that TKS students have around admissibility 

from blended curricula.

● UK and the UCAS Tariff Points: There is no option for a US diploma.

● US Universities: The Holistic Approach

○ Is it possible to collate Common Data Set (what’s that?!) information into 

your admissions page (ie, Compass Guide, Big JEd. Consulting)?

Saudi Arabia

https://downloads.compassprep.com/compass_guide_to_admission_testing.pdf
https://www.bigjeducationalconsulting.com/resources


Challenges or concerns that TKS students have around admissibility 

from blended curricula.

● Does your admissions office utilize Concourse Global?

● Does your admissions office utilize Maia Offers?

Saudi Arabia



Examples of Secondary Schools in Jeddah

● American International School of Jeddah International
○ US Diploma with Advanced Placement Courses / Diploma

● British International School of Jeddah International
○ General Certificate of Secondary Education (IGCSE) and A level qualifications.

● Pakistan International School International

● International Indian School Jeddah
○ The Central Board for Secondary Education (CBSE)

● International Philippine School Jeddah

● Saudi National Schools 

Saudi Arabia



What are some ways to navigate applications from the Saudi National 

system? 

● Admissions offices should be aware of grade inflation and adequate English 

proficiency.

● It is recommended that an SAT or ACT exam is required.

○ ACT may be preferential for STEM programs due to the science 

component.

Saudi Arabia



The Saudi university admissions process utilizes two to three data 

points. 
● GPA

○ All schools will require a GPA that is based off of the final three academic years (10,11,12).

● GAT(Qudrat): The exam covers Math and English. 

○ All school will require this exam. It will make up 30%-40% of the admissions criteria. 

● SAAT​(Tahsili) The exam covers Chemistry, Biology, Physics, and Math. 

○ If required, the remaining percentage is distributed between high school GPA and SAAT. 

Saudi Arabia



Student A:
Grade 9 Saudi 
National Transcript 
of a Grade 10 
Transfer Student.

Notice the GPA 
here and compare 
it to the 
performance in the 
following slide.



Student A:

Grade 10: MYP

Grade 11: US 
Diploma w/ IB 
courses

Grdae 12: US 
Diploma w/ 
fewer IB courses



Student B:
Grade 9 Saudi 
National Transcript 
of a Grade 10 
Transfer Student.

Notice the GPA 
here and compare 
it to the 
performance in the 
following slide.



Student B:

Grade 10: MYP

Grades 11-12:
IB Diploma



Important Scholarship Saudi Programs 

Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques Scholarship Program 

Cultural Scholarship Program

Saudi Arabia

https://moe.gov.sa/scholarship-program/
https://scholarship.moc.gov.sa/programs


Q and A

Saudi Arabia



Amy Kuriyan

GEMS Wellington Academy, Silicon Oasis, Dubai 

(WSO)

United Arab Emirates

https://www.gemswellingtonacademy-dso.com/en/About-Us
https://www.gemswellingtonacademy-dso.com/en/About-Us


Amy Kuriyan

GEMS Wellington Academy, Silicon Oasis, Dubai 

(WSO)

United Arab Emirates

https://www.gemswellingtonacademy-dso.com/en/About-Us
https://www.gemswellingtonacademy-dso.com/en/About-Us


A STORY FOR 

EVERY CHILD

United Arab Emirates



What does a typical student’s Year 13 course registration look like?

Students will typically have a formal qualification at Key Stage 4 (age 16) and at the end of Post 16

WSO follows the British Curriculum upto KS4 (age 16)

Qualifications offered :

GCSEs plus BTEC level 2

GCSE English Language and Literature; Mathematics; Science, Physical Education, Social Studies, Moral 

Education, Islamic Studies (for Muslim students); Arabic (compulsory in year 9 and for Arabic A students till 

year 11) make up the compulsory subjects.

Students will have the opportunity to select four optional subjects for study through Years 9 to 11. 

United Arab Emirates



At P16 we have 456 students enrolled currently (Year 12 and Year 13). We offer 

the following curricular pathways as exit qualifications which are certificated at 

end of year 13:

● IB Diploma Programme

● IB Career Related Programme

● A levels

● BTEC

● Individualised Pathways- blended/dual enrolled

United Arab Emirates



Percentage breakdown of the various curriculum pathways at P16

United Arab Emirates

Year 12
A levels- 40%
IBDP- 31%
IBCP- 7%
BTEC- 15%
Blended Curriculum Pathways- 3%

Year 12
A LEVELS- 40%

IBDP- 31%
IBCP-7%

BTEC- 15%
BLENDED CURRICULUM- 3%

YEAR 13
A LEVELS- 57%

IBDP- 25%
IBCP- 0%

BTEC- 14%
BLENDED CURRICULUM- 3%



How do your students deal with SAT/ACT?

● Around 2% of our students take the SAT/ACT

● They register externally for the test and a handful attend Private Coaching.

● On average, the US is our 5th most popular destination after the UK, Canada, 

Netherlands and the UAE- but steadily climbing up

United Arab Emirates



What is the typical cycle for predicted grades?

Early October for our first set of applicants- based off rigorous mock exams 

conducted end of year 12 and assessments beginning of year 13

Early December based on fresh assessments for Jan deadlines

Mid February after mock exams conducted in January. 

United Arab Emirates



What does a senior year transcript look like?

Samples from some of our curriculum pathways 

United Arab Emirates











What are some challenges around admissibility from a blended curricula?

● Difficulty with getting information regarding entry requirements

● Challenge with meeting subject specific requirements

● Recognition from around the world varies

United Arab Emirates



What are some ways to navigate grade inflation and English proficiency?

Grade Inflation

Conversations around inevitability of Conditional Offers

Setting up the student for success at university

Enthusiastic but realistic reference letter for an open conversation

English Proficiency

For most of our students, the GCSE English/IB English Language and Literature 

provides a substitute for additional tests

United Arab Emirates



MINISTRY OF EDUCATION

EQUIVALENCY

https://www.moe.gov.ae/En/EServices/ServiceCard/pages/CertEquivalent-

Out.aspx

United Arab Emirates

https://www.moe.gov.ae/En/EServices/ServiceCard/pages/CertEquivalent-Out.aspx
https://www.moe.gov.ae/En/EServices/ServiceCard/pages/CertEquivalent-Out.aspx


United Arab Emirates
British Curriculum ● Students are required to successfully complete Grade 12/Year 13

● Successfully complete 5 approved ordinary Level, GCSE or IGCSE subjects with a grade of (A*, A, B, C, D or E) (Note: Arabic and Islamic 

studies are not included)

● Successfully complete two approved Advanced Subsidiary Level subjects or one approved Advanced Level subject with a grade of (A*, A, 

B, C or D)

International Baccalaureate 

Diploma

● Successfully complete grade 12 or its equivalent

● Successfully pass one of the following two tracks:

First Track (IB Diploma): 

● Obtaining the International Baccalaureate Diploma without considering the Islamic Studies as a required subject to obtain the diploma

● Transcript related to the IB Diploma (in case the diploma certificate doesn’t contain grades)

Second Track (IB Certificate): 

● Student must pass 6 subjects from the International Baccalaureate subjects (IB Subject Certificate) without considering the Islamic 

Studies as a required subject and according to the following conditions: Minimum grade required for each subject is 3

● Minimum overall grade required is 21

● To pass the core subjects (English, Mathematics and a science subject) within the 6 required subjects in the High Level (HL) or Standard 

level (SL)

The subjects must be within the approved lists of the International Baccalaureate Organization



EMSAT 

https://emsat.moe.gov.ae/emsat/faqs.aspx

SCHOLARSHIPS/NAPO

University Rankings

United Arab Emirates



https://www.moe.gov.ae/EN/EServices/ServiceCard/Scholarships/Pages/AcademicProgramsUniversities.

aspx

Specified specialization for scholarships

The Programs and Universities must meet the following:

○ Must be ranked within the top 50 universities for the concerned specialization according to the MOE 

approved list.

○ Must be ranked within the top 200 universities for the concerned specialization and top 200 overall, 

according to the MOE approved list in all countries of study except USA & Australia.

○ Must be ranked within the top 100 universities for the concerned specialization and top 100 overall, 

according to the MOE approved list in each of USA & Australia.

○ Must be in one of the countries specified by the Ministry of Education.

United Arab Emirates



QUESTIONS?

United Arab Emirates
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