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➔ Go beyond the basics

➔ Sharpen your approach

➔ Identify areas of untapped 
potential for your 
institution

Session Targets







Source: Project Atlas



Gulf Sub-region

➔ Growing Local capacity

➔ Increased competition for 
students

➔ Focus on labor market needs

➔ Scholarship program changes

➔ Market saturation considered

➔ Expanding institutional 
partnerships

Country 21/22 22/23 % Change 23/24 % Change

Bahrain 387 371 -4.1 335 -9.7

Iraq 597 544 -8.9 476 -12.5

Kuwait 5,923 5,427 -8.4 5102 -6

Oman 2,202 2,077 -5.7 1748 -15.8

Qatar 500 404 -19.2 378 -4.0

Saudi Arabia 18,206 15,989 -12.2 14828 -7.3

United Arab Emirates 1,618 1,502 -7.2 1571 4.6

Yemen 305 305 0 256 -16.1



● Creative Economies

● Wealth Management

● Aviation/Management

● Supply Chain Management/Logistics

● Urban/City Planning

● Landscape Architecture

● Education

● Tourism/Hospitality  Management

● Kinesiology

Gulf Emerging Fields of Interest:



Levant Sub-region

➔ Sustained interest in the U.S.

➔ Financial constraints

➔ Geopolitical implications

➔ Refugee & Diaspora 
populations

➔ American-style (accredited) 
institutions

➔ Counselor networks

Levant 21/22 22/23

% 

Change 23/24

% 

Change

Jordan 2,426 2,608 7.5 2,643 1.3

Lebanon 1,958 2,097 7.1 1,987 -5.2

Israel 2,027 2,019 -0.4 2,167 7.3

Syria 385 402 4.4 385 -4.2

Palestinian 
Territories 485 457 -4.9 466 2.0



● Computer Science 

● Artificial Intelligence 

● Environmental and Renewable Energy 

● Media and Communication

● Creative Arts and Media 

● Product design 

● Pharmaceutical product development

Levant Emerging Fields of Interest:



North Africa Sub-region

➔ Language policy reforms

➔ Interest in English medium programs 

➔ Large youth populations

➔ Overcrowded local universities

➔ Interest in international career 
opportunities

North Africa 21/22 22/23

% 

Change 23/24

% 

Change

Libya 472 449 -4.9 365 -18.7

Tunisia 617 680 10.2 717 5.4

Egypt 3,967 4,247 7.1 4,280 0.8

Morocco 1,466 1,603 9.3 1,784 11.3

Algeria 268 302 12.7 364 20.5



● Renewable Energy

● Data Science & Cybersecurity

● Artificial Intelligence

● Vocational Digital Specialities

● Entrepreneurship

● Agricultural Technology

● Urban planning and design

North Africa Emerging Fields of Interest:



Building your strategy

“Give me six hours to chop down a tree and I will 
spend the first four sharpening the axe.” – 

Abraham Lincoln



➔ Current Students
➔ Market intelligence
➔ Alumni
➔ Track record
➔ Industry news
➔ Counselor networks
➔ Armchair recruiting
➔ Trial and Trial
➔ Cultural Attache
➔ …Others

How are you sharpening your axe?



Resources

https://educationusa.state.gov/us-higher-education-professionals/recruitment-resources/global-guide
https://educationusa.state.gov/us-higher-education-professionals/recruitment-resources/open-doors-report


https://opendoorsdata.org/fact_sheets/student-mobility/
https://sites.google.com/educationusa.org/educationusamiddleeast/home


MASSIVE OPEN 
ONLINE 
COURSE 
(MOOC)

https://myeducationusa.online/
all-courses/ 

https://myeducationusa.online/all-courses/
https://myeducationusa.online/all-courses/


Thank you!

Dr. Melissa Deschamps
EducationUSA

Middle East & North Africa
https://sites.google.com/educationusa.org/melissa
-deschamps-educationusa/home 

linkedin.com/in/melissadeschamps 

https://sites.google.com/educationusa.org/melissa-deschamps-educationusa/home
https://sites.google.com/educationusa.org/melissa-deschamps-educationusa/home
http://linkedin.com/in/melissadeschamps


Oman Vision 2040

Oman Vision 2040 is the national 

reference for economic and social 

planning for the period of 2021-2040, 

and the source of national sector 

strategies and five-year development 

plans. It was put in place under the wise 

guidance of the late Sultan Qaboos Bin 

Said, and carried forward by Sultan 

Haitham Bin Tarik.

Priorities related to People and Society

Education, Learning, 
Scientific Research and 
National Capabilities


