Next-Generation High School Transcripts:
Designing for Impact and Clarity in College
Admissions:

How Clear Transcripts Can Make a Difference when applying

to a university abroad
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University Admissions Panel
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What Do Universities Want to See When
They Review Transcripts?
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Rethinking the Transcript Together!

“Our transcripts reflect a rich learning journey—but they don’t always translate
clearly in admissions.”

SCHOOL UNIVERSITY What I've done:

e Built a detailed survey with the help of Universities
e Shared this survey with University Contacts

O
' What we're doing today:
@ | | e Comparing perspectives: what counselors know vs.
i A ‘ what admissions officers say.
o = =, ® Exploring how to better design transcripts to reflect our
0 0 students' learning—and make that learning visible to
U ? readers across systems.
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Differences in University Admissions Criteria
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ons Readers?

What Matters Most to Admissions Readers?

Clear Curriculum Structure 74%

GPA in Local Scale (0-100) 73% -

Standardized Test Scores 50%

GPA Converted to 4.0 Scale

0 20 40 60 80 100
Percentage of Universities Selecting Item as Important




g Grades & GPA

GPA Format Preference Importance of Grading Scale Explanation

501

Other

41%

Important / Extremely

Unweighted Only Weighted Only Both



g the Balance

Value of Contact Hours

Value of Course Descriptions

Neutral / Not Important

30%

Neutral / Not Important
70%

Helpful / Very Helpful

Helpful / Very Helpful
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ransfer Grades
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What Does the “ldeal” Transcript Look Like?

School Counselors Say:

Universities Say:
1. 1
2. 5
3. 3
4, 4
5. 5
6. 6
/. 7
8. g

0.

10.
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Rutgers

1. Clear Grading Scale
Explanation

2. GPA in Local Scale (0—100)
3. GPA Conversion to 4.0
Scale

4. Course Descriptions

5. Course Rigor Labels
(Honors/AP/Advanced)

6. Curriculum Structure
(Core/Electives)

7. Rank in Class

8. Standardized Test Scores
(SAT, AP, TOEFL)

9. Extracurricular
Activities/Awards

10. Graphical Elements (e.g.,
GPA Distribution Charts)

RIT

1. GPA in Local Scale (0—100)
2.Clear Grading Scale
Explanation

3. Rank in Class

4. Standardized Test Scores
(SAT, AP, TOEFL)

5. GPA Conversion to 4.0
Scale

6. Course Descriptions

7. Course Rigor Labels
(Honors/AP/Advanced)

8. Curriculum Structure
(Core/Electives)

9. Extracurricular
Activities/Awards

10. Graphical Elements (e.g.,
GPA Distribution Charts)

Bard

1. GPA in Local Scale (0—100)
2.Clear Grading Scale
Explanation

3. Extracurricular
Activities/Awards

4. Standardized Test Scores
(SAT, AP, TOEFL)

5. Course Rigor Labels
(Honors/AP/Advanced).
6.GPA Conversion to 4.0
Scale

/. Course Descriptions

8. Curriculum Structure
(Core/Electives)

9. Rank in Class

10. Graphical Elements (e.g.,
GPA Distribution Charts)
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St. Thomas

1. GPA Conversion to 4.0
Scale

2. Course Rigor Labels
(Honors/ AP/Advanced)

3. Curriculum Structure
(Core/Electives)

4. Extracurriculars

5. Rank in Class

6. Standardized Test Scores
(SAT, AP, TOEFL)***

/. Course Descriptions

. Graphical Elements

9. GPA in Local Scale (0O-
100)

10.Clear Grading Scale
Explanation (ONLY
relevant if | can’t convert
it myself)
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Direct from the Readers: Insights on Transcripts

® “| love when | know what the highest grade received was as well as the class
average.”

® Organizing classes based on subject, so all math, science, humanities, are grouped
together. It allows us to see how they are progressing and how their grades are for each
subject area.

e [Maybe an explanation of what math concepts they cover by the time they graduate would
benefit students in their application process when applying to universities that aren't
accustomed to the Brazilian national curriculum.

® Any context to help us determine a student's place within the class is very helpful!

=)
— %
’,A The Americas 2025




LOWER 6

TERM 1
| SUBJECT FINAL MARK GRADE
! CHEMISTRY 70% '8
} PHYSICS i o [ 72% '8
| MATHEMATICS 4 75% B
- :
TERM 2
SUBJECT 'Vmul MARK " GRADE
T T S i B
e Bl 2N !
PHYSICS 73% 8
MATHEMATICS T s0% A
TERM 3
TSUBJECT == RERPER T e v " FINAL MARK " GRADE
CHEMISTRY A 4% 8
PHYSICS 5% B
"MATHEMATICS | 82% A
UPPER 6 VICE PRINCIPAL i lJ ‘Il

TERM 1 ' ‘ i ’..n 'If ;,; u / '
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SAlI INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL

S AI @K SAI SCHOOL TRANSCRIPT

NI RAATIONAL

raduation Year :

hievement Grade Grade 9 Achievement Grade Grade 10
= = Year: 2021-22 School-SAl Year: 2022-23
School-SAl :
Subject/Sub Code Final Marks(%) Subject/Sub Code Final Marks{%) Final Grade
; Al
90 English (184) 92
'E—"!mo(;:‘ ’ 93.7 [Hindi (085) 95 Al
Hind { ’ 041) 98.65 Mathematics (041) 95 Al
:T':c'f}'oﬁ; . 88.95 Science (086) 98 A1
So:la! Science (087) 93 Soclal Science (087) 97 Al
Achlevement Grade Grade 11 Achievement Grade Grade 12
School-SAl Year: 2023-24 School-SAl Year: 2024-25
Subject (Code) Annual (%) Subject (Code) Mid (%) Predicted (%)
i 90.75 97
English (301) 88.35 mlush (301)
-PTnv'ysics (042) 73.95 Physics (042) 86.25 93
Chemistry (043) 86.88 Chemistry (043) 87.94 a3
Mathematics (041) 91.9 Mathematics (041) 85.28 94
Painting 97.5 Painting 93 99

Positional Grading is position of thecandidates according to grading pattern. The grades have been awarded on a 9-Point

scale as under:-
Al Top 1/8th of the passed candidates C-2 Next 1/8th of the passed candidates
A-2 HOKE 1/ of e paad D-1 Next 1/8th of the passed candidates
candidates
Next 1/8th of the passed
B-1 SR, D-2 Next 1/8th of the passed candidates
B-2 hoxt 3/8th of the passed E Failed Candidates
candidates
c1 Next 1/8th of the passed
candidates — -~ =
For Grades IX to XII

with grades. While in Class XI- XII the absolute marks are awarded from a maximum of 100 In each subject. The final transcript u

of XI-XII shows the percentage of marks with minimum passing criteria of 33%. Hence students who plan to appear in the
(board exam of May 2025 will have transcript of Class XIl based on rcentage. J

@
B TR 7 The Americas 2025

* The school follows the CBSE curriculum which has the assessment criteria for Class IX and Class X based on board exam in y
the month of March with three periodic tests spread over the academic year. The final report comes as percentage of marks




My mems Lot ovmra t
SIRALS | MCYO RO

madariss
Manistons ds ([ wtisma \ ctrwinnd MOCOUARE  MraaE  Coutst 1ol
& Flosgmamant piestaba & o spwt Académie Régionale d'Education et
A FOOREA JEXULOE A $THD4 Bull de Formation

Niveau : Tronc commun Sciences - Option Frangais Etablissement 1 Annaxe Ecole Merie

Classe : TCSF-2 Nombre d'éléves : 28
Nom ot code éve: EL MATLOUALSAAD J130447625

Matiére Note/20 |Coef| Coef*Note Rang Appréciations des professeurs
EDUCATION 16,33 2 32,66 1 Bonne coopération avec ses camarades,
PHYSIQUE
HISTOIRE 1504 | 2 31,88 8 andl ¢ e s 38yt 0
GEOGRAPHIE
INSTRUCTION 16.5 2 33,00 13 Ry
ISLAMIQUE
LANGUE ANGLAISE | 16,08 3 48,24 17 | am s0 peoud of your hard work.
LANGUE ARABE 11,56 2 2312 23 Bl y sl a1y e e s e
LANGUE FRANGAISE |  16.3 3 48,90 8 Eléve se donnant les moyens do réussir grice
4 son séneux el sa persévérance.
MATHEMATIQUES 105 “ 42,00 19 Travail & peine moyen Tu dois timpliquer
davantage pour t'améliorer
PHILOSOPHIE 12,38 2 2476 1" ey U e L ggp el
PHYSIQUE CHIMIE | 13.88 4 55,52 17 Avec plus de concentration, tes résultats seront
medeurs |
SC.DELAVIEETDE| 1241 4 49,64 14 Plus d'efforts & foumir pour améliorer ton
LATERRE analyse scientifique |
| ASSIDUITEET 20 1 20,00 1 Trés bonne conduite .
CONDUITE
Décision du conseil de classe ——
Absence Jours Heures Total Coef*"Note 409,72 D Tableau neur D A
Justifiée 0 0 Moyenne du semestre  [14,13
Non Justifiée |0 0 Moyenne de la classe 14,16 &

[ ] Fescitations [] same
Appréciations générales

de Vo L US) ) G 20\ Seml [Sem2  |Moyenne Générale &,
. Y Moyenne Ce 1427 14,13 142 J’

admis [ X Joouble [ JExemie) [ ] v

. " 3 ‘
SIg‘nxgned directeur: PP Jlin) ey s ooy u
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Date of admission

Last grade attended __10

Detained in grade
His /her behavior

..........................................................................

Date of leaving

Promoted to grade
Incomplete in grade

2010

Subject Grade 9 B Year 2009 Grade 10 B Year 20108 E.C
1* sem 2" sem |Average |1" sem JMj”" sem rerage rank

Afan oromo 73 82 77.5 82 86] % N4
Ambaric 86 9% 01 93 53] % 73
English 71 75 73 58 r?ﬁ ' 6lH
Mathematics r 65 70 67.5 91 S 71
Physics 8(\1 75 R().?ﬁ 51 76 78.5
"iﬂl(bg.\‘ Q5 76 85.5 ‘)(vjdﬁ 716 86
Chemistry 7(& 70 70 93 79 86
Geography 80 ) 8S 7 71 /4
History 76 71 73.5 06 90 91
Civies 85 ﬁ 82' ‘Mr 82 RS
HPE s;‘ 85 83.5 87 RS 86
I'T 03 100 06.5 84 97 00§
Total 932 064 09505 1032 911 971 §
,\\'(‘ﬂl&t‘ l 80.1 ()()()()b(\1 80.751 %0.458)3 861 75916666671 80 9583111133
Rank ; ; 3| ; 3 :

This {r.‘u{:tipl will not be valid if there is any alter national or erasure | .

L&)

Record officer's n

. Jad L.

ame and sign

Date of 1ssues

tt)ll\'\'h'l 'y
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What Would YOUR Ideal Transcript Include?

e What's working in your current transcript?
e What needs to change?
e What would help students shine internationally?
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Closing thoughts:

“What's holding us back from innovating our transcripts?”

“How can we better align our documents with how students
learn—and how universities evaluate?”
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“Every student has a story. A strong transcript ensures that
story is not just told—but understood.”

Thank You!
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