
Pathways to 

University of California
Navigating Admissions to UC, Opportunities, 

and the California Community College 

Transfer Advantage

Pauline Roxas

Assistant Director of Admissions

UC Berkeley

Brian Davey

Director of Recruitment EMEA

Colleges of Contra Costa 

District

















2 years 

at a 

community 

college

2 years 

at a 4-year  

college or

university

Bachelor’s

Degree

Years 1 & 2 = 60-70% general education courses; 30-40% major courses



UC Berkeley
Office of Undergraduate Admissions





What kind of student might be a 
good fit for a California 

Community College?

• Parents have concerns about financing 4 years of study in 

the US. 

• A student who didn’t gain admission into first choice 

schools

• A student who doesn’t have the GPA to get into a UC year

one.

• May need remedial classes or have to repeat a course

• Smoother transition into college life. May need more

pastoral and individual care

• Not sure what UC- CSU major is the best fit

• Lower English level requirements

• Gap Year – wants a break to explore options or is unsure

of what to study



GAP Year 
in California !

• Not sure if you want to study an entire Bachelor in the US? - Come for 1 semester or two semesters.

• Not sure what you want to study? - Business, Music, Sports, Acting. Try a course in lots of areas of studies. 

• Want to perfect your English? - You will return fluent

• Want a year off? - Between high school and university? 

• Want to explore the explore the State of California? - From beach, mountains to desert and Redwood 

forests. 



Transfer Admissions Basics to UC

●UC uses a comprehensive review process.

●General education, units, GPA, and major preparation are most important.

●Only one application for nine UC campuses. 

$80 per campus for domestic students ($95 for international)

●Letters of recommendation are not required/accepted.

●Your personal insight questions are a way for us to get to know you. Tell us your 

story.



Comprehensive Review

● While you can be most competitive by excelling
in the academic areas, no single attribute or 
characteristic guarantees admission.

● We recognize a wide range of talent that may
not be reflected in traditional measures of 

academic achievement.





UC Admit Rates by Campus

Campus 1st Year Transfer

Berkeley 11.4% 27%

Davis 37.5% 59%

Irvine 21% 41%

Los Angeles 8.6% 23%

Merced 90.4% 63%

Riverside 68.1% 61%

San Diego 23.7% 58%

Santa Barbara 25.9% 58%



Minimum Transfer Requirements

● 60 semester/90 quarter UC-

transferable units

● The UC minimum GPA is 2.4, UC 

Berkeley requires 3.0 minimum 

GPA in all UC-transferable 

coursework

● IGETC and 7 course pattern



Minimally Competitive 

●3.00 UC-transferable GPA 
in all UC-transferable 
coursework 

●60 UC-transferable 
semester (90 quarter) units

●ALL General 
Education/Breadth 
requirements and most 
major prerequisites 
completed

● Strong GPA
● Sustained academic 

achievement or upward 
grade trend

● ALL major prerequisites 
completed

● Strong major prerequisite 
GPA

● Strong responses to PIQ
● Activities, employment, 

volunteer service, awards

Highly Competitive



Also

●Letters of Recommendation are 
not required.

●Berkeley is test-free and letters 
of recommendation are not 
required.



CALIFORNIA TRANSFER 

ADMISSION RESOURCES
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https://uctap.universityofcalifornia.edu/students/
https://assist.org/


Transfer Admission Planner (TAP)

https://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/admission-requirements/transfer-requirements/

https://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/admission-requirements/transfer-requirements/


Benefits of using TAP

• Facilitates admission advising and tracking of progress

• Can apply directly to the TAG program

• Imports directly into the UC application

• Can indicate areas of interest and participation in UC programs

• Receive communications directly from UC and CCC



Transfer Admission Guarantee (TAG)

What is TAG?

A guarantee of admission to a participating 

campus and major, so long as all deadlines 

and requirements are met.

To be eligible, students must:

✔ Transfer from a California community 

college (CCC)

✔Complete over half of their units at the CCC

✔ Last attend a CCC before transfer



Get Tagged! 
All three colleges have UC TAG’s

CCC
https://www.contracosta.edu/student-

support/transfer-services

DVC
https://www.dvc.edu/enrollment/transfer

LMC
https://www.losmedanos.edu/transfer

https://www.contracosta.edu/student-support/transfer-services
https://www.contracosta.edu/student-support/transfer-services
https://www.dvc.edu/enrollment/transfer
https://www.losmedanos.edu/transfer


The Basic 

Requirements 

to Transfer

• 30 credits per academic year

• or 24 per year + summer 
school

Complete 60 
semester credits  
before transfer

Complete your 
General Education 

requirements

Complete your pre-
major requirements 

• English 123 – composition  

• English 126 – literature 

All students must 
complete 2 

semesters of English

• UC Berkeley and UCLA– wants to see 
close to a 4.0

• UC Davis – around 3.2 or 3.3 

• CSU – San Francisco State – 2.0 to 2.3 

GPA to transfer 
depends on the 

major and university 

UC only accepts 
transfers in the Fall. 
Many CSUs in the 

Fall or Spring



IGETC – Intersegmental General Education Transfer Curriculum are the general 
education courses that California community college students need to complete to 
fulfill lower division ( year 1 and 2 of the Bachelor)  at UC or CSU. 

IEGTC courses - are accepted by most majors at UC and all CSU’s 

In addition to IGETC courses, you will need to complete your premajor courses also. 
The Arts, Theatre and Architecture will require a portfolio also.  

Remember – general education courses 
transferable to UC or CSU many vary. 

For example……

UC requires 1 year (2 semester) of a foreign language, CSU does 
not.

UC will only accept math courses from College Calculus and 
above, CSU may accept pre-Calculus such as College Algebra and 
Trigonometry.

Note: The CSU GE-Breadth (California State University General Education-Breadth pattern) is a set of courses that California community college students can
complete to fulfill the lower-division general education requirements for the California State University (CSU) system before they transfer



Assist.org – the UC and CSU Transfer Tool

Easily view all the pre-major courses you need 
to complete at CCC, DVC or LMC 

Once you find a Bachelor you are interested in, 
you can easily view the Transfer Articulation 

Agreement with the major at UC or CSU

You can explore all majors at the UC or CSU’s  

Assist.org is official State of California for all 
transfer agreements into 

all 10 Universities of 
California

all 23 CSU’s and many 
private California 

universities in California

Transfer is 

easy as 

1, 2, 3



Assist.org – the UC and CSU Transfer Tool
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Non-resident tuition for a Bachelor´s degree in California

College/University
Years 

1 & 2

Years 

3 & 4
Total

Savings if you 

start with us!

California Community College +

California State University (CSUs)
$26,280 $44,324 $70,604 $18,044!

California Community College +

University of California (UCs)
$26,280 $105,072 $131,622 $78,522!

University of California (UCs) $105,072 $105,072 $210,144

Tuition is based on 30 units for the 2025-2026 academic year. 



$10,512 Tuition and fees are based on 12 units per semester ($438 per unit)

$11,700 Food and housing (Diablo Valley Homestay)

$1,854 Books and other educational expenses

$1,238 Transportation

$3,030 Miscellaneous and personal

$1,816
*Mandatory medical insurance

($756.45 from Aug. 1 - Dec. 31; $1,059.03 from Jan 1 - July 31)

**$30,150 I-20 Total

2025-2026 Academic Year estimated costs for the F-1

*Medical insurance costs are for 2024-2025. 2025-2026 costs will be known in April 2025.
**Add $5,000.00 for each dependent who will be accompanying an F-1.



ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS

NO SAT or ACT for admission to community college

NO SAT or ACT needed to transfer to another institution

1. No Application Fee for most community colleges

2. Evidence of Secondary/High School Graduation (if under 18)

3. Evidence of English Language Proficiency

4. Financial support evidence (approximately $29,000)

5. Passport copy

*No SAT or ACT score is required for students who have sufficient

credits/units to qualify as transfer applicants. This varies by institution.





The

Academic Bridge 
Program

- get a head start with
this intensive academic

preparation program



The 

College Prep
Program 

is back!

Starts: 

Summer 2025



CONTACT DETAILS

Pauline Roxas
Assistant Director of

International Admissions
UC Berkeley

roxaspauline@berkeley.edu

Brian Davey
Director of Recruitment EMEA

Colleges of Contra Costa District

bdavey035@4cd.edu
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