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Agenda for today

Welcome
Opening remarks and introductions


Leadership Team
Welcome from Daniel Marschner


First Timers' Committee
Meet your committee members


Ways to Connect
Networking and platforms


Schedule & Special Events
What to expect during the week


College & Counselor Fairs
Details on exhibition sessions


Get Ready
Final preparations for the conference


Tips & Tricks
Insider advice for a great experience


Mentor Year Program
Ongoing support and mentorship


Breakout Rooms
Open time for chat and questions



Get ready for Pittsburgh - 28 days to go!



Pittsburgh Experts! 



International ACAC Leadership

Wilson Lee

Immediate Past President

Singapore American School
Singapore

Liam McCartney
President

Boston University
United States

Daniel Marschner
President-Elect

Loyola Marymount University
United States



PITTSBURGH, PA

INTERNATIONAL

ACAC 2026
JULY 14-16

Carnegie

University Pittsburgh



First-Timers’ Committee Welcome & Goals

Our Mission & Objectives

● We are here to serve as a resource

● Connect first-timers to the International ACAC community

● Navigate the conference for the best experience

● Encourage new ideas

● Facilitate conversations and new ideas

Getting in Touch
The next slides provide the names and emails of the First-Timers’ Committee Members.

You can also search for us in the International ACAC Member Directory.



Meet the First-Timers’ Committee

Name - Institution - Organization Country

Cassandra Ford Alexandria City High School, United States
(Co-Chair)

Lena Adely Sarah Lawrence College, United States
Sierra Anderson San Domenico Upper School, United States
Michaella Beatty Fairgreen International School, UAE
Cate Brennan Babson College, United States
Holly Buttrey Amherst College, United States
Christina Chandler Chandler Educational Consulting, Australia
Jennifer Cheong Crofton House School, Canada
Karel De Cock Bangkok Patana School, Thailand
Douglas Dworak             Asociación Escuelas Lincoln, Argentina
Amy Hummel The Ohio State University, United States
Qianjiao Lei Xi'an Hanova International School, China
Veronica Marinez Loyola Marymount University, United States

Petra Orent Fordham University, United States
(Co-Chair)

Christina McDade American Intl School - Riyadh, Saudi Arabia
Brandon McLaughlin Brent International School, Philippines
Lisa Mortini NYU Abu Dhabi, UAE
Casey Nolen Jackson UWC USA, United States
Curt Nichols International School Bangkok, Thailand
Asuman Okman The Koc School, Turkey
Abdul Oladipo Alice Smith School, Malaysia
Brandon Quay The Pennsylvania State University, United States
Karla Reigosa Baylor University, United States
Jade Saybolt Lafayette College, United States
Aly Stewart University of Edinburgh, United Kingdom
Cynthia Yu University at Buffalo, United States
Matthew Zonis Drew University, United States



WhatsApp and WeChat Groups



Whova App
● Set your Agenda
● Connect with others
● Join Community
● Start a conversation
● Ask questions



Pre-Conference Institute
The Pre-Conference Institute offers members the opportunity to strengthen specific knowledge sets and 
professional relationships in a smaller, more intentional setting before the conference begins.

New Professionals (0-3 years in current role)

Designed for members new to their role in international 
admissions wishing to deepen their skill sets and networks.

Session Topics Include:
● Advocating for and supporting students
● Knowledge regarding rec letters & application essays
● Creating school profiles and transcripts or reviewing 

them
● Managing and reporting data
● Planning for the year for school counselors

Mid-Career Professionals (3+ Years in Current Role)

Designed for members with substantial experience in 
international admissions wishing to augment their professional 
practice.

Session Topics Include:
● Advocating for and supporting students
● Building effective teams
● Maximizing professional opportunities
● Presenting yourself professionally
● Top issues in the profession

Late Registration: June 3 - July 1 ($275 USD)



Special Events 

Time: 6:30 AM
Cost: $35 USD if paid by July 14
Day-of Registration will be $40 USD, payable only by card.

Time: 7:00 AM
Cost: $25 USD



Silent Auction
The International ACAC Silent Auction supports the Global Fund through member donations from around the world.

How to Donate an Item

1. Submit Information: Use the Auction Item Donation 
Form.

2. Deadline: Information must be submitted by 
Monday, July 13.

3. Bring Your Item: Do not ship items in advance. 
Please bring them with you to the conference.

How to Bid on a Prize
View Prizes: In person or on the Silent Auction Website.

● Bidding Opens: Tuesday, July 14 at 4:30 PM
● Bidding Closes: Thursday, July 16 at 11:30 AM
● Collection: Thursday, July 16, 12:00 – 5:00 PM

*Items not collected by 5:00 PM will be forfeited.



Book Drive
The annual book drive encourages members to bring just one book that represents their culture, themselves, or the 
country where they currently reside. Those books are then donated to a local charity in our host city. Our 2026 donations 
will be going to Reading Ready Pittsburgh, a nonprofit organization supporting families to foster a love of reading.

How to Participate:

Bring a book that represents your culture, heritage, 
or unique identity to the 2026 Conference.

Donate your book while checking in to the 
conference - look for the Special Events table.

If you miss your chance at conference check-in, you 
may bring the book to the Silent Auction Room at 
any time throughout the week.



Conference Schedule: Tuesday, July 14

Morning

Organization Updates
9:00am – 11:30am

45 min informational updates from 
Cambridge, College Board, and IB.

Midday

Committee Meetings
11:30am – 1:00pm

Lunch provided for committee 
volunteers.

Afternoon

Session Block 1
1:00pm – 2:30pm

Affinity & Group Discussions. 45 min 
conversations.

Special Events & Receptions

● 12:00 – 2:00pm: Past Presidents' Lunch (Invitation)

● 1:00 – 4:00pm: Exhibit Hall Open

● 1:00 – 4:00pm: Silent Auction Prize Room Open

● 2:00 – 3:00pm: Past Board Members' Reception (Invitation)

Evening Program

● 2:45 – 4:00pm: First-Timers' Session & Reception

○ Auditorium, Lawrence Hall

● 4:30 – 5:45pm: Opening Ceremony

● 6:00 – 8:00pm: Opening Reception



Conference Schedule: Wednesday, July 15

Morning

Active & Academic
6:30am – 12:00pm

● 6:30am: 5K-3K Run/Walk*
● 8:30am: US University Fair
● 10:30am: Networking Break
● 11:00am: Education Session 2

Midday

Lunch & Meetings
12:15pm – 2:45pm

● 12:15pm: Lunch
● 1:30pm: International ACAC 

Membership Meeting

Afternoon

Final Sessions
3:00pm – 5:30pm

● 3:00pm: Education Session 3
● 4:00pm: Networking Break
● 4:30pm: Education Session 4

Evening Hospitality & Social Events

● 6:00 – 9:00pm: Hospitality Events 
(Dinner, Beer Garden, Drag Bingo, Trivia)

● 7:00 – 9:00pm: Late-Night Dodgeball Tournament

Dodgeball open to all levels!

Register with a team or on your own and we'll match you with a team.

Exhibit Hall & Silent Auction
● 8:30am – 1:30pm: Open Hours
● 2:45pm – 5:45pm: Open Hours



Conference Schedule: Thursday, July 16

Morning

Wellness & Fairs
7:00am – 10:30am

7:00am: Yoga & Spin Class*
8:30am: Global University Fair
10:30am: Networking Break

Midday

Sessions & Lunch
11:00am – 2:30pm

11:00am: Education Session 5
12:15pm: Lunch
1:30pm: Education Session 6

Afternoon

Fairs & Reception
3:00pm – 10:00pm

3:00pm: Counselor Fair
6:00pm: Closing Reception

Silent Auction & Exhibit Hall

8:30am – 12:00pm: Prize Room Open
8:30am – 3:00pm: Exhibit Hall Open
12:00pm – 5:00pm: Prize Pick-Up

Evening Highlights
The Closing Reception (6:00 – 10:00pm) 

Held at the Heinz History Museum. 

Join us for a final celebration!



External Events



College and Counselor Fairs

Wednesday, July 15

US University Fair
8:30 – 10:30 AM

For post-secondary institutions 
located within the United States.

Thursday, July 16

Global University Fair
8:30 – 10:30 AM

For post-secondary institutions 
outside the United States.

Thursday, July 16

Counselor Fair
3:00 – 5:00 PM

For high school counselors, 
Independent Educational Consultants, 
and CBOs.



Preparation for the Fairs

Things to Bring
● Pen & Tote Bag: For notes and items you collect.
● Business Cards: Pack extra! They run out fast.
● Table Decor: Banner or tablecloth (shared tables).
● Planner: For scheduling visits and appointments.
● Comfortable Shoes: You will be standing for a while.

Items for Your Table
● Pennants & Swag: Stickers, pens, and pins.
● Local Flavor: Unique sweets or candy from your 

region.
● QR Code: For easy contact and information lookups.

Brochures & School Profiles
Bring only 10-20 table copies. Most attendees won't have room to take bulky materials home. Focus on digital connections via 
QR codes instead.



Get Ready for the Conference

Conference Essentials

● What to wear: Casual-professional attire.

● Climate/weather: Check local forecasts before 
packing.

● Phone/Data plans: Consider Airalo or other e-sims 
for connectivity.

● Campus Security: Familiarize yourself with local 
safety protocols.

Logistics & Socials

● Getting around: Maps and info for campus and 
city navigation.

● Staying on Campus: Key details for those in 
university housing.

● External Socials/Events: Explore activities beyond 
the official program.

Note on Accommodations: For those staying on campus, ensure you have received your check-in instructions. You will not 
receive housing assignments prior to arrival.



Mentor Year Program

Apply by July 29 
at 11:59 PM EST



TIPS 
from our 

Committee 
Members



BreakOut Rooms

Introduce Yourself

● Name
● Institution
● Location

Chat!
Connect with your peers

See you in Pittsburgh
First-Timers’ Session: Tuesday, July 14 • 2:45 - 4:00pm


