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Understanding Spain’s University Access System

Laura Nohr: Brains International School
Christian Schull: Global University Advisors

Kara Madden: Madden Educational Consulting

https://www.colegiobrains.com/ 
https://globaluniversityadvisors.com
https://maddenconsulting.es/

https://www.colegiobrains.com/
https://globaluniversityadvisors.com
https://maddenconsulting.es/
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Laura Nohr
laura@colegiobrains.com

Christian Shull
christian@globaluniadvisors.com

Kara Madden
kara@maddeneducation.com

Who We Are
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Why Spain?

Spain is a popular choice for foreign students seeking high-quality universities at a 
very reasonable price. Spain offers study options in English for Bachelors, Masters 
and Doctorates

Spain is different…

❑ Independence- academic & personal
❑Maturity, open-mindedness
❑ Open to learning the language(s)
❑ Ability to deal with ambiguity and bureaucracy
❑ Public v. Private
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Private University 
Fit



5/23/2025
              

6

Different Autonomous Regions Different Requirements 

- https://accesoextranjeros.uned.es/recursos/archivos/Tabla_criterios_admision.pdf 

https://accesoextranjeros.uned.es/recursos/archivos/Tabla_criterios_admision.pdf


The Spanish 
University Access 

System

How Spanish 
Bachillerato 

students get into 
university

Public System

• GPA of Spanish Bachillerato (60%) + 
EBAU score (40%) = score out of 10 
points

• EBAU or EVAU = Evaluación de 
Bachillerato para Accesso a la 
Universidad.  Consists of 4 obligatory 
subjects (English, Spanish Lang and Lit, 
Maths and History or Philosophy.

• Can take 4 additional exams (Específicas) 
in specific subjects to gain up to four 
additional points for a university access 
score out of 14 points.

Private System

• GPA of Spanish Bachillerato + individual 
university entrance exams + passing grade 
at EBAU (overall 5/10)

• Individual admissions exams for each 
university 

• Possible interviews, motivation letters, 
recommendation letters, etc.  A more 
holistic admissions process depending on 
the degrees and institutions.
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How does an international student access
Spanish university?
A student with a foreign high school diploma or qualification (IB Diploma, American High 
School Diploma, A-levels, French Baccalaureate, etc.) will need to do the following:

1.Recognition (Annex I countries) or legalization (homologación- other countries) of their 
qualification to the Spanish system

2. Conversion of their overall qualification to the  Spanish 10-point scale

3. Possible specific competency exams (PCE) to raise their score above 10 points 

4. Any individual entrance exams required by private universities, interviews, motivational     
letters, etc.

5. Prove a B2 level of Spanish if they do not hold a passport from a Spanish speaking country
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How do I know what I can apply for?

❑   In the Spanish Public System, you need to know the “nota de corte” or “cut- off mark”

❑  This is the total access score a student should aim for. The published “nota de corte” is the  
score of the last person to be admitted to that degree in the last admissions cycle.

IMPORTANT!!!

❑We can expect the nota de corte to go up from year to year, sometimes by as much as 0,5

❑The published nota de corte does not include students who were admitted via waitlist, so if 
your student is close and doesn’t get a spot, there is hope.

❑You must know the nota de corte to estimate how competitive your converted score will be 
and what your realistic chances of admission are for a particular degree.



Notas de Corte

https://www.comunidad.madrid/sites/default/files/doc/educacion/univ/notas_de_corte_2024-
25_ordinaria.pdf

https://www.comunidad.madrid/sites/default/files/doc/educacion/univ/notas_de_corte_2024-25_-_ordinaria.pdf
https://www.comunidad.madrid/sites/default/files/doc/educacion/univ/notas_de_corte_2024-25_-_ordinaria.pdf


https://notasdecorte.es/

❖Example for Psychology  
❖In Spanish “Psicología”

❖Language of instruction

https://notasdecorte.es/
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❖ QEDU…Qué
Estudiar y Donde
en la Universidad =
What to study and 
where at university

❖ Official Ministry of 
Education search 
engine for degrees 
in Spain.

https://www.ciencia.b.es/qedu.html

https://www.ciencia.b.es/qedu.html
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How do I get to that mark?

❑Score out of 10 + extra points for weighted subjects

❑Ponderación = Subjects that are weighted for specific degrees

❑Students need to consult what subjects “count” or are weighted for 
a particular degree (0,2 weighting)

❑https://www.comunidad.madrid/sites/default/files/doc/educacion/
univ/ponderaciones_25-26_10-04-25.pdf

https://www.comunidad.madrid/sites/default/files/doc/educacion/univ/ponderaciones_25-26_10-04-25.pdf
https://www.comunidad.madrid/sites/default/files/doc/educacion/univ/ponderaciones_25-26_10-04-25.pdf


Business Administration - UCM



Psychology - UAM



How to access Spain’s public university system 
with my secondary school qualification

❑ UNEDassis The website with all the information about grade conversion and university 
access for students from different educational systems.

❑ https://unedasiss.uned.es/home&idioma=en



UNED asiss



Sciences (Biology, Chemistry and Physics) are 
recognized regardless of SL or HL

Maths A&A at SL is NOT recognized in Spain 
for extra points

Economics is NOT recognized, Business 
Management is



IB Diploma Example – 
Psychology at UAM

• Student taking full IB Diploma with  an 
overall score of 34 points (TOK and EE 
bonus points are not used in the 
calculation)

•  Student will have a university access   
score of 8,666 / 10

•  HL Biology 6 = 9 x 0,2 = 1,8

•  SL Chemistry 4 = 7 x 0,2 = 1,4

•  Student will have an overall score of 
11,886
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US HS Diploma

US High School Diploma students must obtain homologación of their diploma from the 
Ministry of Education as well as do the accreditation process through UNEDasiss.

 Students will receive a university access score as follows:

❑ 60% comes from their GPA in 11th and 12th grade with the highest converted score possible being 
in the range of 5-6.

❑ 40% comes from the scores achieved on up to 4 PCE exams.  Students can sit these exams over 
multiple sessions, but only the 4 highest scores will be considered.  

❑ Students can receive up to 4 additional points from these PCE exams to obtain up to 10 points for 
university access

❑ AP Exams are NOT considered or part of the calculation for admission in Spain

Formula used:
Overall Score = (0,2 x GPA + 4) + 0,1 x PCE1 + 0,1 x PCE2 + 0,1 x PCE3 + 0,1 x PCE4
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US High School Diploma Example

A student with an overall GPA of 8/10 after conversion of scores, will achieve 
a 5,6 GPA for the 60% portion of the access mark. 0,2 x GPA + 4 = a GPA 
between 5 and 6 points. 

❖ The GPA is calculated with tables and formulas used by the Secretary of 
State for Education and Vocational Training

❖ Universities can also consider the weighted PCE scores to achieve 4 
additional points for a mark out of 14 points
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US High School Example Continued

The student took 4 PCE exams with the following scores:

Geology -  9        Physics - 8        English - 6,5 Biology - 5,5

After applying the formula, student will have an 8,5/10 university access mark

(0,2 x 8 +4) + 0,1 x 9 +0,1 x 8 + 0,1 x 6,5 + 0,1 x 5,5 = 8,5

❖Students must submit their final legalized transcript from 11th grade and 12th 
grade. If they do not have the final 12th grade transcript, they can submit term 
grades.

❖In this case UNEDasiss will automatically assign students a GPA of 5 which can be 
revised when a final transcript is submitted.
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A-levels

❑ UNEDasiss tells us A-Level students need to have at least 5 I/GCSE with A*, A, B or C to 
be able to have equivalency to Spanish Bachillerato, if they did not do another 
secondary school qualification.

❑ To achieve the accreditation students must have at least 3 A-Levels with A*, A, B, C, D 
or E and at least 48 UCAS Tariff points in the 4 best AL or AS scores.

❑ Predicted grades for the year if studies are not complete.

Student can receive between 5-10 points calculated directly from their academic 
transcripts using the formula in Annex II based on UCAS Tariff points. (48-224)

The UK requirements have changed post B….

More requirements must be met.
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A-Levels Example for Business Administration at 
UCM

❖ Student with 3 A–Levels, A*, A, B

1. This student would have 144 UCAS Tariff points from A-Level scores above.

2. After applying the formula, the student achieves a 7,727 in the Spanish system. 

 

Equivalent mark = 5 + ((UCAS points - 48) x 5 / 176)

3. There is no subject recognition agreement in place for UK qualifications.  
Students must take Specific Competency Exams (PCE) if  they need a score higher 
than 10.  What subjects to take?  Refer to “ponderaciones”
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Resources

Finding degrees and cut off marks (nota de corte)
❑ Official Ministry of Education website - QEDU: https://www.ciencia.b.es/qedu.html

❑ In Madrid public universities: 
https://www.comunidad.madrid/sites/default/files/doc/educacion/univ/notas_de_corte_2024-25_-
_ordinaria.pdf

❑ All over Spain (public and private): https://notasdecorte.es/

❑ Search engine for degrees taught in English (shows % of credits taught in English, does not include all 
universities) https://spaincollegedegrees.com/

Weighted subjects for each degree (ponderaciones)
❑ For Madrid public universities:

https://www.comunidad.madrid/sites/default/files/doc/educacion/univ/ponderaciones_25-26_10-04-25.pdf

❑ For rest of Spain (downloadable weighting table for each autonomous region of Spain): 
https://yaq.es/reportajes/parametros-ponderacion-selectividad-asignaturas-fase-especifica

https://www.ciencia.b.es/qedu.html
https://www.comunidad.madrid/sites/default/files/doc/educacion/univ/notas_de_corte_2024-25_-_ordinaria.pdf
https://www.comunidad.madrid/sites/default/files/doc/educacion/univ/notas_de_corte_2024-25_-_ordinaria.pdf
https://notasdecorte.es/
https://spaincollegedegrees.com/
https://www.comunidad.madrid/sites/default/files/doc/educacion/univ/ponderaciones_25-26_10-04-25.pdf
https://yaq.es/reportajes/parametros-ponderacion-selectividad-asignaturas-fase-especifica
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Resources continued…

❑UNEDasiss: https://unedasiss.uned.es/home

❑UNEDasiss: Country by country information https://unedasiss.uned.es/simuladorSolicitud

❑UNEDasiss Key Dates: https://unedasiss.uned.es/fechas_clave&idioma=enedasiss

❑UNEDasiss FAQ: https://unedasiss.uned.es/faqs&idioma=en

❑UNEDasiss User Manual in English: 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1uwLElaxKCT9fyeYXMCKBE_bbAjBHXHIa/view?usp=sharing

❑UNEDasiss Glossary:  https://unedasiss.uned.es/glosario&idioma=en

❑Annex I countries: Countries with agreements for direct access to university 
https://unedasiss.uned.es/recursos/archivos/Anexo_I_reglamento_unedasiss.pdf

❑Admission Criteria depending on Autonomous Region: 
https://unedasiss.uned.es/recursos/archivos/Tabla_criterios_admision.pdf

❑Annex II: Equivalency of grades for the Annex I countries. Formula for calculation of mark. 
https://www2.uned.es/bici/curso20242025/25033124/Anexo%20II%20Reglamento.pdf

https://unedasiss.uned.es/home
https://unedasiss.uned.es/simuladorSolicitud
https://unedasiss.uned.es/fechas_clave&idioma=enedasiss
https://unedasiss.uned.es/faqs&idioma=en
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1uwLElaxKCT9fyeYXMCKBE_bbAjBHXHIa/view?usp=sharing
https://unedasiss.uned.es/recursos/archivos/Anexo_I_reglamento_unedasiss.pdf
https://unedasiss.uned.es/recursos/archivos/Tabla_criterios_admision.pdf
https://www2.uned.es/bici/curso2024-2025/25033124/Anexo%20II%20Reglamento.pdf
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Resources continued…
❑ Homologación: For the student from a system without agreements in place who must apply for 

equivalency of their qualification to the Spanish Título de Bachiller. Also, for some Autonomous 
Regions that require this step:  https://www.educacionfpydeportes.gob.es/en/servicios-al-
ciudadano/catalogo/general/05/051270/ficha/051270.html 

❑ PCE Exams: Subjects available, exam sessions and centers, registration, regulations, etc. 
https://accesoextranjeros.uned.es/examenes&idioma=en 

❑ Recognised Language Certificates:  Use as a general reference, check with each university to 
be sure.  Spanish on page. 11, English on page 17.

 https://www.uam.es/uam/media/doc/1606959356654/t45-tabla-cert-credymovil-v45.pdf

❑ Tutorial:  Pre-Inscription process Madrid public universities. https://www.ucm.es/file/tutorial-
preinscripcion-grado-seex

https://www.educacionfpydeportes.gob.es/en/servicios-al-ciudadano/catalogo/general/05/051270/ficha/051270.html
https://www.educacionfpydeportes.gob.es/en/servicios-al-ciudadano/catalogo/general/05/051270/ficha/051270.html
https://accesoextranjeros.uned.es/examenes&idioma=en
https://www.uam.es/uam/media/doc/1606959356654/t45-tabla-cert-credymovil-v45.pdf
https://www.ucm.es/file/tutorial-preinscripcion-grado-seex
https://www.ucm.es/file/tutorial-preinscripcion-grado-seex
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Resources continued…

❑Most public university websites do have information on admissions for 
international students. It might just be difficult to find. The 
“international student” section often refers to mobility programs, 
Erasmus exchange, etc. Try switching the website to English and you 
may find entire new sections and information. Some examples:

❑ https://www.ucm.es/english/non-exchange-students

❑ https://www.uam.es/uam/estudios/sistemas-educativos-extranjeros

❑ https://uah.es/en/internacional/movilidad-entrante-incoming-
mobility/admision-y-matricula/

https://www.ucm.es/english/non-exchange-students
https://www.uam.es/uam/estudios/sistemas-educativos-extranjeros
https://uah.es/en/internacional/movilidad-entrante-incoming-mobility/admision-y-matricula/
https://uah.es/en/internacional/movilidad-entrante-incoming-mobility/admision-y-matricula/
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Glossary
❑ Bachillerato: The final two years of high school in the Spanish system. The qualification is called Título de Bachiller and is scored on a 10-point scale.

❑ EBAU or EVAU: Evaluación de Bachillerato para Acceso a la Universidad or Evaluation of Bachillerato for University Access. The exam all Spanish 
Bachillerato students must take and pass to access HE in Spain. Consists of an obligatory block (Spanish Lang and Lit, Maths, English and History or 
Philosophy). Maximum score 10/10. Students can then take specific subject exams to raise their score to 14.

❑ PCE: Prueba de Competencia Especifica or Specific Subject Competency Exams. These are the additional exams international students take (if 
required) to raise their overall university access score above 10 points to a maximum score of 14 points. Students can take up to 4 PCEs and the best 
two scores will count for extra points for a maximum of 4 points.

❑ Grado: Bachelor’s degree

❑ Homologación: Official equivalency of a foreign secondary school qualification to that of a Spanish Título de Bachiller. Only applicants with 
credentials from school systems with no prior signed agreement need to apply for equivalency.

❑ Reconocimiento de asignaturas: Recognition of specific subjects for more points. This recognition depends on the agreements in place and is issued 
by the UNED. IB subjects are recognized without the need to take additional PCE exams. 

❑ UNED: Universidad Nacional de Educación a Distancia or the National University for Distance Learning. This is the official organization that issues a 
credential (accreditation document) for students with foreign qualifications to access university. They are also the body that runs the PCE exams for 
foreigners.

❑ Credencial de la UNED: The UNED accreditation. This is the piece of paper students with foreign qualifications need. It shows their university access 
score out of 14 points once their official scores have been converted to a Spanish scale + any PCE exams or recognition of specific subjects (if 
needed).

❑ Preinscripción: The application process students must do for public university in Spain. Each Autonomous Region has its own process. Like the Irish 
CAO, students can list up to 12 options in ORDER OF PREFERENCE. Students will be admitted to the first degree they have enough points to enter. 
They can stay on the waitlist for “higher” options but cannot change to a “lower” option. Thus, the importance of ORDER OF PREFERENCE when 
filling in the choices.
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