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UCAS APPLY

What is UCAS?

Central body that administers university applications in the UK

Where?

All applications are made online www.ucas.com

When?

UCAS Apply goes live for applications in September – your school 
will set their own internal deadlines

A competitive process



University Search:

Set Clear Goals 
Before selecting a university, define your academic and career objectives. 

Consider Programme Costs
Carefully evaluate the total cost, which can vary significantly depending on the location. 

Review University Rankings
It's important to review its rankings as rankings offer insights into global reputation, teaching quality, and key values. Pay 
special attention to the student-to-staff ratio.

Select the Right Subject
Choosing the right subject at a UK university is crucial, as it will shape your studies and impact your career for decades. Review 
course content and reading lists, as they vary by university. 

Explore Student Societies
Look for one that supports your hobbies and interests through various societies and clubs. 

Connect with Students and Alumni
Engage with current students and alumni to get real insights into the university experience, also check out student blogs or 
vlogs for unfiltered views on campus life, academics, and overall satisfaction.

Assess Accommodation Options
Consider on-campus and off-campus options, focusing on cost, amenities, and location. 

Value Diversity and Inclusion
A university that values different cultures, backgrounds, and perspectives creates a welcoming space where everyone feels they 
belong, enriching the overall experience for all students.



1. Academic Qualifications

A-Levels: Most UK universities require A-levels (or equivalent qualifications) for undergraduate courses. 
Typically, universities will specify the grades and subjects required for the course you're applying to.

International Baccalaureate (IB): The IB Diploma is widely accepted, and universities usually require 
a specific score, often between 30-40 points, depending on the course.

Equivalent Qualifications: International students may need to provide equivalent qualifications from 
their home country. Universities typically publish a list of accepted international qualifications.

2. English Language Proficiency

IELTS: Generally, a minimum score of 6.0 to 7.0 is required, depending on the course.

TOEFL: A score of 80-100 is typically required.

Cambridge English: Some universities accept C1 Advanced or C2 Proficiency qualifications. Other 
universities may offer English language courses if you don’t meet the minimum language requirements.

Eligibility Requirements for UK Universities



3. Entrance Exams or Tests

For certain courses, particularly competitive ones like Medicine, Law, or some Engineering 
courses, you may need to take additional entrance exams, such as:

UCAT / BMSAT : For Medicine and Dentistry courses.

LNAT: For Law courses.

STEP/MAT: For Mathematics and related courses.

These tests assess specific skills relevant to the course you’re applying to.

4. Portfolios or Auditions

For creative courses like Art, Design, Music, or Drama, you may need to submit a portfolio of 
your work or attend an audition. This showcases your talent and suitability for the course.



Oxford Assessments 2024 

•History Admissions Test (HAT)

•Ancient History and Classical Archaeology Admissions Test (AHCAAT) - NEW for 2024

•Biomedical Sciences Admissions Test (BMSAT) – NEW for 2024

•Classics Admissions Test (CAT)

•Modern Languages Admissions Test (MLAT)

•Philosophy Test (PhilAT)

•Thinking Skills Assessment (TSA) - Sections 1 and 2: Philosophy, Politics and Economics; Section 1 only: Economics and 
Management, Experimental Psychology, History and Economics, Human Sciences and Psychology, Philosophy and Linguistics

•Physics Admissions Test for Physics, Engineering and Materials Science (PAT)

•Mathematics Admissions Test (MAT)

Interview

Some courses, particularly those in Medicine, Law, and Oxbridge (Oxford and Cambridge), may require an interview as part of 
the admissions process. This is used to assess your suitability for the course.



1. Required Subjects:

Definition: These are the subjects you must have studied and achieved a specific grade in to be eligible for 
admission to a particular course. Without these subjects, your application may not be considered.

Example: For a degree in Medicine at the University of Oxford, Chemistry and Biology at A-Level are 
required. You must have high grades in these subjects to apply.

2. Recommended Subjects:

Definition: While not mandatory, recommended subjects are those that will strengthen your application and 
better prepare you for the course content. These subjects provide a solid foundation in the key areas relevant to your 
chosen degree.

Example: For a degree in Economics at the London School of Economics (LSE), Mathematics at A-Level is 
required, and Further Mathematics is highly recommended. While you can apply without Further Mathematics, 
having it could enhance your application.

3. Preferred Subjects:

Definition: Preferred subjects are those that universities look favorably upon but are not essential. They are often 
related to the degree you are applying for and demonstrate your interest and capability in that area.

Example: For a degree in Law at King’s College London, while there are no specific required subjects, English 
Literature is a preferred subject. It shows your ability to engage with complex texts and develop arguments, skills 
that are crucial for a Law degree.

Understanding Required, Recommended and Preferred Subjects for 
UK University Applications



Examples of Subject Requirements for Popular Courses:

Engineering

University of Cambridge

o Required: Mathematics and Physics at A-Level.

o Recommended: Further Mathematics.

o Preferred: Chemistry (especially for Chemical Engineering).

Psychology

University of Bristol

o Required: At least one science subject (Biology, Chemistry, Physics, or Mathematics).

o Recommended: Psychology or another science subject.

o Preferred: A combination of science and humanities subjects.

Architecture

University College London (UCL)

o Required: No specific required subjects.

o Recommended: Art or Design & Technology to demonstrate creative skills.

o Preferred: Mathematics or Physics for the technical aspect of the course.



Join at menti.com| use code 14632761

One word which best describes you ?



ASK YOURSELF….

The personal statement

Why have you 
chosen this 

subject area?

What have you 
done inside and 

outside 
school/university 

which relates?

What did you 
learn from your 

work 
experience/empl

oyment?

Do you know 
what you would 
like to do after 
your degree?



IMPORTANCE OF PERSONAL STATEMENT & LETTER OF 
RECOMMENDATION

PERSONAL STATEMENT

Personal Statement is a crisp one-page essay about your
motivation, inspiration, goals, and achievements.

It should be no longer than 4,000 characters, including
spaces, or 47 lines of text, whichever comes first.

The UCAS personal statement should emphasize how the
student has prepared for their chosen field of study,
highlighting their experiences, inspirations, and enthusiasm
for the subject, rather than focusing on cool, fun, or quirky
aspects of their personality.

It will be reviewed by someone looking for evidence of the
student's academic capability to study the chosen subject
throughout their degree. In some instances, it may even be
read by a professor, so it needs to be highly course-focused.

Any extracurricular activities unrelated to the student's
chosen subject are generally irrelevant, unless they
demonstrate relevant study skills or attributes. For example,
doing an internship outside of school shows time management
and people skills, while leading a sports team indicates
leadership and responsibility.

The personal statement should primarily focus on your high
school experiences, classroom activities, and preparation for
external exams. About 75% of the statement should highlight
your academic achievements to demonstrate your
qualifications for the course, while the remaining 25% can
cover extracurricular activities to showcase additional qualities
that make you a well-rounded candidate.

LETTER OF RECOMMENDATION

A letter of recommendation is a document in which the
counselor evaluates the qualities, characteristics, and abilities
of the person being recommended, particularly in relation to
their potential to perform specific tasks or functions,
complementing the personal statement

References should be factual, specific, and concise. There is a
maximum of 4,000 characters within the reference; please
note the character count includes spaces, section headings, and
line breaks, all of which take up at least one character

Letters of recommendation provide admissions officers with
insights they could not gain from the rest of the application
and help them really get a feel for a student’s character - their
passions, values, strengths, and goals

Recommendations carry significant weight in admissions
decisions and can often be the deciding factor in whether a
student is accepted. However, they primarily serve to validate
the claims made in the personal statement.

Include insights into a student’s extra-curricular activities,
their impact on the school community, and how they might
contribute to campus life at their chosen university

Be prepared to discuss any mitigating circumstances that have
affected a student’s personal or academic performance - for
example, an illness, home life problems, or teaching and
learning challenges



THE BASICS

• Key for competitive courses

• Key for courses with particularly high 

grade requirements

• Only 4000 characters or 47 lines

• Demonstrates your motivation, 

enthusiasm and aptitude

• Can be orientated toward a profession 

(or not!)

The personal statement



WHAT TO INCLUDE:

The personal statement

• 75-90% relevant to academic pursuits in and outside of school/college

• Key skills and competencies

• Your rationale for studying your course

• Work experience or placements

▪ Shadowing doctors/healthcare professionals etc.

▪ Volunteer or paid work

• Relevant extra-curricular activities

• What you’ve learned from your experiences

Remember!
Five choices, 
one personal 

statement
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Give few words or a phrase to begin with your Personal Statement.



OPENING PARAGRAPHS

The personal statement

C

Context

Where were
you?

What were you 
doing there?

What were the 
circumstances?

A

Action

What was the 
activity?

Why were you doing 
it?

What were the skills 
demonstrated?

R

Result

What did you 
achieve?

What skills were 
improved?

What knowledge was 
gained? 



Good Beginning: Not so good Beginning: 

PERSONAL STATEMENT

Example 2: I am a member of the college chess club. I
also play the clarinet in the orchestra.

Example 2: I have developed my problem-solving skills
through playing chess for the college; this requires
concentration and analytical thought. I am used to working as
part of a team as I play clarinet in the college orchestra and
cooperate with others to achieve a finished production.

Example 1 : During the summer of 2021, I decided to learn 
Python to add to Java that we were being taught in our 
curriculum at school, for which I enrolled for the online 
course "IBM : Python Basics for Data Science". Having 
become conversant with the basic syntax, I implemented my 
newfound skills at an internship I took up with a stock broker 
in my city where they asked me to analyse large datasets of 
intraday stock prices, for which I taught myself Pandas and 
eventually became adept at it. I interned with them from 
September 2021 to March 2022 and also learnt about the 
functioning and regulation of financial markets.

Example 1: You should teach yourself Python this 
summer," suggested my grade 10 Computers teacher. She 
wanted me to enhance my repertoire beyond Java, in 
which I had consistently been ahead of the class. Acting 
on her advice, l enrolled for the online course IBM: 
Python Basics for Data Science. As I delved deeper, I 
began referencing resources such as Pythoni.org, 
StackOverflow and GitHub.



Real Life Example:
Good Personal Statement Not so good Personal Statement



Program Choice: Illustration and Animation
Offers Received From: 
⮚ UAL

Examples of a Good Personal Statement



Course Applied: BSc Business Management
Offer Received: University of Warwick



Program Choice: BSc Computer Science
Offers Received From: 
⮚ Imperial College, London
⮚ King's College London
⮚ University of St. Andrews



Personal Statement 
Structure:

1. Opening Statement: 

Example: You should teach yourself Python this summer," suggested my grade 10 Computers teacher. She wanted me to
enhance my repertoire beyond Java, in which I had consistently been ahead of the class. Acting on her advice, I enrolled for the
online course 'IBM: Python Basics for Data Science'. As I delved deeper, I began referencing resources such as Python.org,
StackOverflow and GitHub.

2. Why I am a strong academic candidate: (This statement will be reviewed by subject experts, so there is no need to
describe the course itself. Instead, focus on my relevant qualifications and experiences that align with the academic program):

Example: I chose the rigorous ICSE curriculum with a strong focus on Computer Science, a subject that genuinely excites me
and drives my interest in advanced studies. My academic achievements include an SAT score of 1540 and perfect scores of 5 on
AP exams in Calculus BC, Computer Science A, and Physics C: Mechanics. I have consistently ranked among the top 1% of
students, with a 100% score in Computer Science on the Grade 10 ICSE exam and a 99% in Grade 11, securing the top position in
my class. My predicted grades for Grade 12 are 99% in Computer Science, 98% in Math, Economics, and English, and 95% in
Physics. My passion for Computer Science has solidified my determination to pursue this field in my tertiary education. This year,
I have achieved the highest scores in my cohort in the mid-year exams and predicted grades, and I am on track to be the
Valedictorian of my class.



3. Discussing Academic Journey: (Share details about your current studies, ongoing projects, and any significant readings that
relate to your field of interest.)
Example: Undertook research under Prof. Thirumalai of the Indian School of Business this summer to evaluate how bid-ask
spreads of Indian equites evolve across trading days, for which I devised solutions to manage the source data comprising over 1.2
billion rows. The final outcome correlated with a U.S. study undertaken on NYSE stocks. During these months, I also learnt more
about AI, ML, and the mathematics behind it by acquiring insights into Linear Algebra and Neural Networks at 3Blue1Brown. Since
February 2023, I have worked on analysing the increasing traffic in my city by creating a database of citywide traffic-flow conditions
using Google Maps' Routes API. After figuring out how to generate an HTTP POST request with a JSON body in Python, I proceeded
to decipher Google's encoded polyline format, and used the Haversine Formula in Spherical Trigonometry to calculate ground
distances between coordinates. To manage within Google's monthly free credit of $200, I identified 364 waypoints on the city's roads
and divided them into 69 hypothetical routes. Automatically querying these 16 Times a day, I derived travel information for all
manoeuvres across Chandigarh's 129 junctions. With ~750,000 data points captured since July, I am working on uncovering the
city's traffic patterns to reprogram traffic lights more efficiently. My software can also be used for real-time traffic monitoring, and is
reconfigurable for other cities.

4. Relevant Experience: (Highlight any work experience, volunteering, or shadowing opportunities that are pertinent to the
course or the skills required in the field.)
Example: Interning at a stock broking firm later that year, I was tasked with manipulaƟng large datasets of intraday stock prices,
for which I taught myself Pandas. Here, I also became fascinated with the functioning and regulation of financial markets, leading
me to seek an internship with a Mumbai-based asset management company next summer. Asked to manually extract 7 years of
monthly hedge-fund performance data from aurum.com, I researched how it could be automated instead, proposing to my guide that
we could web-scrape using Beautiful Soup. In 3 days, I delivered not only the data asked for, but also a tool that would allow the
company to update their database every month. I evaluated the dependence of this data's risk-return on underlying factors through
regression and correlation analysis. Appreciating my performance, the senior management even entrusted me with an urgent
analysis of market behaviour during Fed-tightening periods, for a client presentation.



5. Additional Achievements and Interests: (Mention any other notable achievements or interests, and if taken
a gap year, explain what the student is doing. Ensure to connect these activities to his/her application, emphasizing
their relevance to his/her chosen field of study.)

Example: As Team Leader of the 7-member school team participating in the Wharton Global Investment
Competition during Sep-Dec 2022, in addition to managing the team, I led with my coding experience. Acquiring
price data using Python's YFinance library, I used Unsupervised ML to create clusters of stocks with similar price
behaviour. Our team decided on a methodology to select the best-performing stocks across these 20 clusters; I
wrote code to create and optimise the quantitatively selected, monthly-rebalanced porƞolio. Two intense months
later, our 7-year back-tested strategy generated 2.5 times S&P 500's return. I used Plotly to embellish our final
report with log charts, dendrograms, underwater plots and heatmaps. My team finished in the top 11% globally.

6. Concluding: Beyond academics, I thrive in the outdoors and am an avid bird photographer. At school, I have
been elected the Sports Captain this year. I enjoy improvising on the piano and have passed the Trinity Grade 8
examination with Merit. At college, I aim to build on my experiences of solving real-world problems by pursuing
Computer Science with a focus on AI & ML, while continuing to explore its application in Finance.



UNIVERSITY PERSPECTIVE –
WHAT ARE WE LOOKING AT

‘I witnessed a nurse giving pills to a long-time patient who 
suffered from dementia. She was initially very confused and 

unwilling to take the tablets, but by being patient and taking the 
time to comfort the patient, the nurse was able to convince her to 

take them. She later told me that this was a very common 
occurrence with inhabitants of the hospice who suffered from 

mental illnesses. Through this, I saw how large a role that 
patience and sympathy can play in having a good bedside 

manner’

A competitive application



WHAT WE LOOK FOR
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inhabitants of the hospice who suffered from mental 

illnesses. Through this, I saw how large a role that 
patience and sympathy can play in having a good 

bedside manner’

A competitive application
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Some Don’ts:

I like going to the theatre, 
but I only go occasionally.

I am a keen reader and am 
committed to the study of 
human behaviour through 

TV soaps!

I have led a full life over the 
last 18 years and it is a 

tradition I intend to 
continue.

I describe myself in the 
following two words: 'TO 
ODIN!' the ancient Viking 

war cry.

My favourite hobby is bee-
keeping and I want to be an 

engineer.

My interest in Medicine 
stems from my enjoyment 

of Casualty and other 
related TV series.



Use Of AI

Generating (and then copying, pasting and submitting) all or a large part of your personal statement from an AI tool
such as ChatGPT, and presenting it as your own words, could be considered cheating by universities and
colleges and could affect your chances of an offer AI is good but it can't replicate your personal thoughts and feelings
and convey your own skills and experiences.

Recommended AI Use:

Brainstorm some ideas

You could use ChatGPT to give you ideas about topics that are relevant to your chosen subject, which you can then
relate to your own experiences and opinions. Or you could ask it to list skills that are relevant to the course you're
applying for, allowing you to think about your own talents and how to convey them.

Help with structure

You may want to ask ChatGPT to suggest ways of structuring your personal statement.

Use it for checking readability

ChatGPT can be used to check your personal statement draft for readability. It may suggest ways to rephrase sentences
to make them more concise, while maintaining their meaning.



Review and Edit

After using AI, review the draft carefully and make edits.

Avoid generic language and overused phrases.

Ask a teacher or mentor for feedback before finalizing.

Stay Honest

Use AI as a tool to help you, not to replace your own writing.

Make sure the statement truly represents your thoughts and work.

Don’t Rely Too Much on AI

Balance AI assistance with your own creativity and ideas.

Practice writing on your own to build your skills.

Keep It Consistent

Make sure your personal statement matches your other application materials, like your resume and letters of 
recommendation.



New Development 2025
UCAS is changing the personal statement for students applying to university from September 2025 onwards, for 2026
entry. The new personal statement will be split into three sections: motivation, preparation, and extra-curriculars. Each
section will have a question prompt to be answered through the UCAS application.With the new process, you will answer
three questions. These questions will allow you to present yourself in a way that has more structure than the
previous version.

1. Why do you want to study this course or subject?

This is where you can show your passion for the subject as well as your existing knowledge. It will show universities you 
understand the course and you’re enthusiastic to push your understanding!

2. How have your qualifications and studies helped you to prepare for this course?

Here you can show more of your academic skills such as essay writing, as well as transferable skills such as team work, 
communication, and organisation.

Student can highlight his/her learning from his subjects at high school. 

Talk about his/her learning from super curricular activities that make him more suitable to pursue the major he/she is 
choosing.

3. What else have you done to prepare outside of education, and why are these experiences helpful?

This is a chance to talk about extracurricular activities. Whether this be your hobbies, sports clubs, or further reading. It will, 
again show your passion for learning and some of the great qualities you have.



Scan to download:
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