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French Baccalaureate 

Structure of the Bac

● Final exams occur mostly in Terminale year
● Some subjects tested in Première
● Continuous assessment (contrôle continu) 

How are the marks calculated?

● 60% of the marks are based on the results of a final exam. 40% is coursework based.
● It is worth noting that there is also a final oral examination which lasts 20 minutes and 

consists of a presentation and a question and answer session with a panel. The topic is 
based on a project of the pupil’s choice and the process is geared to prepare students for 
presentations in the world of work in order to present, argue and defend an idea.

● Subjects are coefficient-based 



French Baccalaureate 
Curriculum and Grading 

● French (Première)
● Philosophy (Terminale)
● History-Geography
● Modern Languages (LV1 & LV2)
● Sciences
● Physical Education
● Three / then two specialty subjects

 (e.g., Math, Literature, Economics)



French Baccalaureate 
International French Baccalaureate (BFI)

● Offered in international French schools
● Subjects taught in multiple languages
● Prepares students for global higher education paths
● American section - Advanced Placement Substitutions



International Baccalaureate Diploma (IBDP)

IB Diploma Courses
3 HL courses (240 hours each)
3 SL courses (150 hours each)

+
IB Core

Theory of Knowledge (ToK): 100 hrs
Extended Essay (EE): 40 hrs

Creativity,Activity,Service (CAS): 150+hrs 

+
Academic Writing and Assessments 

Internal Assessments (IAs)
Individual Orals (IOs)

15+ formal pieces of writing

 

Depth, Breadth, and Time Commitment
No “easy” classes or semesters off

1,300 hours beyond standard coursework 

+Extra/co-curriculars & life outside school



International Baccalaureate Diploma (IBDP)

Multiple Hats, Real Skills

IB Students Are: 
🎓  Researchers 

🧠 Philosophers 

📝 Writers 

📊 Analysts 

🎭 Performers & Leaders 

Skills Developed:
★ Time management, 

self-discipline, resilience
★ Academic writing & 

research
★ Public speaking and 

collaboration
★ Cross-cultural 

understanding and ethical 
reasoning



International Baccalaureate Diploma (IBDP)

★ No downtime no free rides

★ Performance context matters 
○ only about 20% score above 35.
○ A 38-45 top 10% globally.
○ some drop to "course" candidates due to 

the demands.

★ University Ready
○ mirror first-year university life.
○ arrive on campus well ahead of peers

What to know: 



Global Impact Diploma (GID)

Agency

When students graduate with the Global Impact 
Diploma they will have the knowledge, skills, and 
dispositions to make a significant, positive 
impact on the world.

Well-being

Meaningful 
Learning

Core Needs to Thrive



Competency-based 
Design

Global Impact Diploma (GID)

Core Competencies

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Rtxx2R5QzfQJu-vyW4d32nR550N3FbKPteDQ3nKIMAE/edit#bookmark=id.4ahbresg2ac4
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1DH2WCptR5jGug6dExuN4UIuWkU_0gEsejuJRw_XVOSY/edit?tab=t.0


Collaboration for Impact 
● 2 Collaborative Impact Courses

Agency for Impact 
● 1 Internship Course
● 1 Impact Project Course

Specialization for Impact
● At least 2 Courses (AP, IBDP, GOA, etc.)

Impact Portfolio & Exhibition

Foundations of Leadership for Impact

Core Courses

Global Impact Diploma (GID)



27 Founding Schools

AMERICAS - 8 Schools
● American School of Lima, Peru*
● American School of Asuncion
● Atlanta International School
● Colegio Nueva Granada, Bogota
● International School of Curitiba
● International School of Havana
● International School Nido de 

Aguilas
● Marymount, Barranquilla

EMEA - 13 Schools
● American International School 

Bucharest*
● American International School of 

Budapest*
● American School of Milan
● Bavarian International School in Munich
● Frankfurt International School
● International School of Azerbaijan
● International School of Luxembourg
● Istanbul International Community 

School*
● Khartoum American School
● Learnlife, Barcelona*
● Munich International School
● Rafa Nadal School, Mallorca*
● Schutz American School, Alexandria

APAC - 6 Schools
● Avenues Shenzhen
● Beijing City International 

School
● International School of Kuala 

Lumpur
● Shanghai American School
● Singapore American School
● UNIS Hanoi

*Schools offering the full GID Diploma for 2025-2026.

Global Impact Diploma (GID)

GID Schools



&

Global Impact Diploma (GID)

Dual Diploma



Global Impact Diploma (GID)

Agency

Collaborate with us to help our 
students have a meaningful impact 
beyond high school.

Well-being

Meaningful 
Learning

Collaborations



A-Levels

A-Level Info

● A levels are subject-based 2-year qualifications assessed by final exams.
● A-Levels allow students to dive deeply into a few chosen subjects.
● In the UK, most students choose to study 3 or 4 subjects.
● Final exams take place in spring of Year 13.
● Results available in mid-August.
● Standardised curriculum. 
● Examination boards responsible for setting and awarding secondary education level 

qualifications.



A-Levels



A-Levels

A-Level Structure and Grading

● A-levels involve 360 guided learning hours.
● Cambridge International offers 55 A-Level subjects.
● Not continuous assessment - mocks and final exams only.
● Less flexible, more focused.
● Mocks and practice papers are internally assessed, but final exams are externally assessed.
● Teachers and heads of subject areas calculate predicted grades using historical evidence 

and data from summative assessments, coursework. Leaders and administrators check and 
standardise predicted grades.



A-Levels
A-Level Maths and A-Level Further Maths are 
two different subjects, but sixth-formers 
cannot take FM without taking Maths.

Further Maths counts as a full A-Level.

One of the common differences is that 
mathematics at A Level includes pure 
mathematics, which encompasses both 
mechanics and statistics. A level further 
mathematics includes pure mathematics, 
further mechanics, and further statistics.



A-Levels

The Extended Project Qualification

● An independent research and writing project on an academic topic of a student’s choosing. 
Worth half an A Level, the EPQ offers evidence of a student’s ability to carry out in-depth 
research and presentation skills, and proof of strong independent study skills.

● EPQ grade is reported on the transcript. 
● The grade is for research process as well, not just final paper.



A-Levels
A-Level grading scale from 
Cambridge Assessment 
International Education

PUM: Percentage Uniform Mark

A-Level comparison scale from 
Cambridge Assessment 
International Education 

To take an A-Level subject, a 
student must have obtained a 
grade of at least 6 in the GCSE.



Czech National Curriculum
The Czech national curriculum, known as the Framework 

Educational Programme (FEP) (Rámcový vzdělávací program, 

or RVP)”

● Sets the standards for education in Czech schools.  

● It defines the core objectives, content, and expected 

outcomes for different levels of education. 

● It allows schools flexibility in implementation (School 

Educational Programmes (ŠVP).



Czech National Curriculum

Levels of Education Covered:

○ Pre-primary education (kindergartens, ages 3–6)
○ Primary education (basic schools, ages 6–15, divided into two stages)
○ Secondary education (gymnasiums, vocational schools, ages 15–19)
○ Higher secondary and vocational education (lyceums, 

apprenticeships)



Czech National Curriculum

Structure of the Curriculum:

○ Educational Areas (Subjects):
■ Primary & Lower Secondary (Years 1–9):

Czech language, Mathematics, Foreign Languages, Science (Biology, Chemistry, 
Physics), History, Geography, Civics, Arts, Music, PE, IT.

■ Upper Secondary (Gymnasiums & Vocational Schools):
More specialized (e.g., humanities, sciences, technical fields).



Recent Reforms

■ Recent Reforms & Trends:
1. Greater emphasis on digital skills and critical thinking.
2. More project-based and interdisciplinary learning.

■ Next 1-5 years:
1. The new RVP for elementary schools does not allow grading in first two 

grades.



Czech National Curriculum
Overview for Admissions Officers

The Czech National Curriculum culminates in the Maturita exam, which serves as the 

secondary school leaving certificate and university entrance qualification.

The exam has two parts:

1. State (Common/Uniform) Part (Společná část) – Set by the government (CERMAT).
2. School-Specific Part (Profilová část) – Designed by the student’s school.

All students must pass both parts to graduate.



Czech National Curriculum
Maturita Exam Components:

○ Compulsory Subjects: Czech Language & Literature 

○ Optional Subjects (2-3): Math, Sciences, Humanities,, 1 foreign 

language (English, German, French, etc.) or vocational 

subjects (varies by school type)

○ Grading: 1 (best) to 5 (fail)



Czech National Curriculum
Czech Maturita Grading Scale

The Maturita uses a 1–5 scale, where:

● 1 (Výborně) = Excellent (A-equivalent)

● 2 (Chvalitebně) = Very good (B-equivalent)

● 3 (Dobře) = Good (C-equivalent)

● 4 (Dostatečně) = Satisfactory (D-equivalent)

● 5 (Nedostatečně) = Not Satisfactory/Fail (not passing



Overview of content comparisons

Comparison with Other Curricula

● A-Levels/IB: The Maturita is less flexible but comparable in 

rigor for Gymnázia students.

● US Diploma/APs: Unlike the US system, Czech students follow 

a fixed curriculum with fewer electives. APs are rare.

● IB: The Maturita lacks the interdisciplinary approach of IB but 

is more specialized than the US Diploma.



Dual and Combined Programs
Key Features of Czech Schools Offering Maturita and IB Curricula

1. Dual-Track Schools

○ Students choose between:

■ Czech Maturita (traditional route, required for some Czech universities).

■ IB Diploma (often taught in English, recognized globally).

○ Some schools (e.g., Prague British School, Open Gate, Gymnázium Nad Štolou) offer 

both.

2. Combined Programs

○ A few schools allow students to take partial IB courses while completing the Maturita.

○ Example: A student might take IB Math HL but do Czech Literature for the Maturita.

○



Application Assessments
Recommendations for Admissions Officers

○ Check if the student attended a Gymnázia (stronger prep) or 

vocational school.

○ Look for Maturita scores of 1-2 in relevant subjects.

○ Consider school type when comparing applicants (Gymnázia vs. 

vocational).

○ Be aware that some vocational students may need bridging 

courses for university.



Comparisons: But Contextual Understanding of the country/school is important

Czech Maturita UK 
A-Levels

French Bac US GPA (4.0 
scale)

IB (45-point 
scale)

Description

Výborně 1 A* - A 16-20 (Très 
Bien)

4.0 7 (Higher Level 
to  Standard 
Level)

Excellent

Chvalitebně 2 B 14-15.9 (Bien) 3.0 - 3.9 6 Very Good

Dobře 3 C - D 12-13.9 (Assez 
Bien)

2.0 - 2.9 5 Good / 
Satisfactory

Dostatečně 4 E 10-11.9 
(Passable)

1.0 - 1.9 3-4 Sufficient 
(Pass)

Nedostatečně 
5

U-Ungraded Below 10 (Fail) 0.0 1-2(Fail) Fail/Not 
Passed




