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STUDENT 
IMMIGRATION

What do I need to know 
about the international 

student visa process for 
study in Canada?



WHAT HAS 
HAPPENED?

• 10% reduction, new limit of 437,000 study 
permits
⚬ Will stay the same for 2026

• Provincial Attestation Letters (PALs)
• Post-Graduate Work Permit (PGWP)

https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/study-canada/study-permit/get-documents/provincial-attestation-letter.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/study-canada/work/after-graduation/eligibility/study-requirements.html


WHAT CAUSED THE CHANGE?

Study Visa Policy “Bad Players”

System Manipulation



WHAT CAN 
STUDENTS/FAMILIES/COUNSELORS 
EXPECT?

• Canada is still open!

• PGWP remain available for students in universities and 

high-demand college programs

• Comparatively long visa processing times

• Encouragement to initiate visa application as soon as offer 

is confirmed

• Increased support from post-secondary schools in 

Canada regarding the visa process



THANK YOU, EH
To learn more visit EduCanada.ca and 
please feel welcome to contact us:

Graham Barnes, University of Waterloo 
(gabarnes@uwaterloo.ca)

Jenny Zhanyi Chen, McGill University 
(zhanyi.chen@mcgill.ca)

SungJin Park, University of Victoria 
(sungjinpark@uvic.ca)
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