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Athletic Sanctioning Organizations



NCAA Athletics
“The National Collegiate 
Athletic Association is a 
member-led organization 
dedicated to the well-being 
and lifelong success of college 
athletes.”



NCAA Sports Awarding Championships

• Baseball – Men’s
• Basketball 
• Bowling – Women’s 
• Cross Country
• Fencing
• Field Hockey
• Football
• Golf
• Gymnastics
• Ice Hockey
• Indoor Track and Field
• Lacrosse

• Outdoor Track and Field
• Rifle
• Rowing – Women’s  
• Skiing
• Soccer
• Softball – Women’s
• Swimming and Diving
• Tennis
• Volleyball
• Water Polo
• Wrestling



MEMBERS

1,098 COLLEGES AND 
UNIVERSITIES

102 ATHLETIC 
CONFERENCES.



ATHLETIC DIVISION I ATHLETIC DIVISION II DIVISION III

NCAA Athletic Divisions



NCAA Breakdown: Division I

Divisions were created to align like-minded campuses in the 
areas of philosophy, competition and opportunity 

Median Undergraduate 
Enrollment:

8,960

Students Who Are 
Athletes

Multiyear, cost of attendance athletics scholarships 
available:

57% of student athletes receive athletic aid



Division I
•Over 350 schools 

•Over 6,000 teams

•Over 170,000 student 
athletes

•Largest student bodies

•Most athletic 
scholarships

•Can offer full athletic 
scholarships

•2.3 minimum GPA



NCAA Breakdown: Division II

Median Undergraduate 
Enrollment:

2,428

Students Who Are 
Athletes

Partial Athletic Scholarship Available :
63% of student athletes receive athletic aid



Division II
•Approx. 300 schools

•Over 100,000 student 
athletes

•Large to mid-size schools

•Can offer partial athletic 
scholarships

•2.2 Minimum GPA



NCAA Breakdown: Division III

Median Undergraduate 
Enrollment:

1,740

Students Who Are 
Athletes

No athletic scholarships:
80% of student athletes receive non-athletics 

aid



Division III
•Over 400 schools

•Over 170,000 athletes

•Mid-size to small schools

•Cannot offer athletic 
scholarships

•Must met regular academic 
requirements for the 
institution 



What percentage of high school athletes receive athletic scholarship? 



2%

Answer



NCAA 
Academics

• SAT/ACT – No longer 
required 

• GPA – Division I requires 
a 2.3 on a 4.0 U.S. scale

• GPA – Division II requires 
a 2.2 on a 4.0 U.S. scale



NCAA Division I Core Course Requirements



Recruitment to NCAA
Tips + Considerations

• Familiarize yourself with the recruitment calendar 
for your sport of choice 

• Talk to your coach about their recommendations 

• Research universities by program and sports

• Don’t focus just on NCAA Division I

• Contact coaches in your desired schools as early as 
possible within the recruiting guidelines

• Maintain an updated highlight reel

• Maintain your academics and your amateur status

• Register with the NCAA Eligibility Center as early as 
possible: https://web3.ncaa.org/ecwr3/



Building an 
Athletic Resume

• Athletic Achievements

• Highlights and film

• Speed, strength and agility

• Results/Times (If applicable)

• Current Coaches

• Camp Schedule (If applicable)

– *Coaches Contact information on 
athletic section of the website



Eligibility
NCAA Eligibility Center 

– Division I and II (Create an 
Account)

– Division III (Create a Profile 
Page)

• Ncaa.org/student-
athletes/future 

– Amateurism Certification



Eligibility

–Competing after graduating 
secondary school

–Receiving payment 
–Accepting prize money 
–Represented by an agent
–Endorsing a product or service 



Maintaining Eligibility 

• 40% by year 2, 60% by year 3 and 80% by year 4

• Six credit hours each term

• GPA requirements set by school

Division 1

• 24-semest hours of degree credit per year

• At least 9 full-time hours per term

• 2.0 GPA minimum

Division 2

• 12 semester hours “full time”

• Good academic standing and satisfactory progress set by school

Division 3





Find your sport https://www.ncaa.org/sports/2021/5/3/membership-
directory.aspx

Country Specific 
Information

https://www.ncaa.org/sports/2021/7/21/countries.asp
x

International 
Academic Standards 

Guide

http://fs.ncaa.org/Docs/eligibility_center/International_Inf
ormation/International_Guide.pdf



How many 
international 

student athletes 
compete in the 

NCAA?



25,000

Answer



National Junior College Athletic 
Association

“The NJCAA’s mission is to promote, govern and 
foster a competitive environment for two-year 
college athletics. The NJCAA recognizes the diverse 
nature of its membership, providing at all times a 
consistent and inclusive governance structure that 
provides opportunities for all stakeholders and 
emphasizes the academic, athletic, and community 
involvement goals of all student-athletes.”



NJCAA 
Conferences 
and Divisions

•525 Community Colleges

•24 Regions

•Over 23,000 student athletes on 
1,700 teams



NJCAA Conferences and Divisions

Division I

• Colleges may grant full athletic scholarships 
(tuition, books, fees, room & board), up to 
$250 in course required supplies, and 
transportation costs one time per academic 
year to and from the college by direct route. 
Each sport has limits on the number of 
scholarships that can be granted. 

Division II

• Colleges may grant athletic scholarships, but 
scholarships are limited to tuition, books, fees, 
and up to $250 in course required supplies. 
Each sport has limits on the number of 
scholarships that can be granted. 

Division III

• Colleges are not permitted to offer any athletic 
scholarships



Recruitment to NJCAA
Tips + Considerations

• Familiarize yourself with the recruitment calendar for your sport 
of choice

• Talk to your coach about their recommendations 

• Research colleges by program and sports

• Contact coaches in your desired schools as early as possible 
within the recruiting guidelines

• Maintain an updated highlight reel

• Maintain your academics and amateur status

• Complete the NJCAA Eligibility Form



Official vs. 
Unofficial Visit

•Official visit – Any visit to a college campus by 
a college-bound student athlete/parents paid 
for by the college

•Unofficial visit – Any visit to a college campus 
by a college-bound student athlete/parents 
paid for by the student or their parents

Only expenses that can be provided to a student 
on an unofficial visit is 3 free tickets to a sporting 
event



Understanding the Coaches 
Perspective

• Resources 

• Roster capacity

• Decisions of other students and 
coaches

• Difficult to evaluate

• Connections

• Enormous amount of communication

• Recruitment is only one piece 



Early Read Process

• Admission and Athletics

• Transcripts, early read application, 
English language proficiency, ACT/SAT 
scores or test optional responses

• Predicted merit scholarship and 
admission

• Different at every institution 



UMHB NCAA Division III Athletics



Bryant University Division I Athletics

Men’s Sports

• Basketball 

• Baseball

• Cross Country

• Football

• Golf

• Lacrosse

• Soccer

• Swimming and Diving

• Tennis

• Track and Field (Indoor/Outdoor)

Women’s Sports

• Basketball

• Bowling

• Cross Country

• Field Hockey

• Golf

• Lacrosse

• Rowing 

• Soccer

• Softball

• Swimming and Diving

• Tennis

• Track and Field (Indoor/Outdoor)

• Volleyball



What percentage of collegiate student athletes go on to 
play professionally? 



< 2%

Answer



Rebecca Kehe
rkehe@umhb.edu
University of Mary Hardin-Baylor

Andrew Kupec
akupec@bryant.edu
Bryant University
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