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RACHEL HAHN
CAREERS & UNIVERSITY
COUNSELLOR & 
KOREAN LIAISON

EDUCATION
MEd Education Policy | University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, US
MEd K–12 English | Moreland University, US
BA English Literature
Licensed K–12 ESOL Teacher | OSSE, Washington, DC, US
College Advising Cert | Teachers College, Columbia University, US
THE Accredited Counsellor (Level 2) | Times Higher Education, UK

EXPERIENCE
Uni Counsellor & Korean Liaison | BIS Hanoi (3.5 Years)

Specialist in regional admissions (HK, SG, JP, KR) and champion for Liberal Arts
pathways.

Economy & Industry Researcher | KOTRA Hanoi (3 Years)
Industrial analyst for the South Korean Embassy of Commerce.

Head of Test Prep | Chungdahm Learning (12+ Years)
SAT & TOEFL expert; 12 years matching Korean returnees to the best fit US
universities.

Conference Host & Simultaneous Interpreter (10 Years)
Professional high level communicator and international event host.

INTERNSHIPS  UN Human Rights Advisory Council(Geneva) & Boeing Korea (Seoul) 

THE VIBE
Mythbuster: Using evidence based counselling to navigate the uni admissions maze.
Global Citizen: Seoulite turned Hanoi local; explored 20+ countries.
Main Character Energy: Jazz vocalist, tennis enthusiast, and professional noodle hunter.
Multilingual: Fluent in English and Korean, with a side of French and Vietnamese.

Global Footprint: Seoul ➔ Geneva ➔
Paris ➔ Illinois ➔ Saigon ➔ Hanoi 



WHY THIS SESSION
MATTERS

HK, SG, CN, JP, AND
KR ARE TOP

DESTINATIONS

*BUT HK/SG ARE EASY
TO APPLY

*MERIT BASED

OUTCOMES
INCREASINGLY

DETERMINED BY
PROCESS EXECUTION,

NOT INTENT

JAPAN & KOREA IS
NOTORIOUS FOR

THEIR
DOCUMENTATION

SUBMISSION RIGOUR

EAST & SE ASIA NOW
HOSTS OVER

500,000
INTERNATIONAL

STUDENTS



CHINA JAPAN SOUTH KOREA

REGIONAL
COMPARISON &
PRIMARY INFLUENCE

SINGAPORE

EAST ASIA: SAME REGION, VERY DIFFERENT SYSTEMS

PRIMARY INFLUENCE: UNITED KINGDOM
COURSE-SPECIFIC APPLICATION Following
UCAS, students in SG and HK are generally
required to apply to a specific course.

STANDARDISED EXAM ALIGNMENT HKDSE in
Hong Kong and GCE A Levels in Singapore
mirror the British GCSE and A Level progression

ACADEMIC MERITOCRACY The system is merit
based and cut off driven, where academic
achievement is most important.

CENTRALISED & PREDICTABLE, POLICY
DRIVEN

SOVIET-STYLESOVIET-STYLE

CENTRALISATION &CENTRALISATION &

TRADITIONALTRADITIONAL

MERITOCRACYMERITOCRACY

THE GAOKAOTHE GAOKAO

SUPREMACYSUPREMACY

WEQUENTIALWEQUENTIAL

TIERED RANKINGTIERED RANKING

MINIMALMINIMAL

SUBJECTIVITYSUBJECTIVITY  

QUOTA&DOCUMENQUOTA&DOCUMEN

T HEAVYT HEAVY

SOVIET-STYLE
CENTRALISATION &
TRADITIONAL
MERITOCRACY

THE GAOKAO
SUPREMACY
WEQUENTIAL
TIERED RANKING
MINIMAL
SUBJECTIVITY 

QUOTA&DOCUMEN
T HEAVY

HONG KONG

UNIQUE DUAL TRACKUNIQUE DUAL TRACK

AND ANALOGUEAND ANALOGUE

METHODSMETHODS

GENERAL ENTRANCEGENERAL ENTRANCE

EXAMINATIONSEXAMINATIONS

ADMISSIONS OFFICEADMISSIONS OFFICE

(AO) ENTRIES(AO) ENTRIES

AFFECTED BY THE USAFFECTED BY THE US

RIGID ACADEMICRIGID ACADEMIC

CALENDARCALENDAR

ALIGNMENTALIGNMENT

UNIQUE DUAL TRACK
AND ANALOGUE
METHODS

GENERAL ENTRANCE
EXAMINATIONS

ADMISSIONS OFFICE
(AO) ENTRIES
AFFECTED BY THE US

RIGID ACADEMIC
CALENDAR
ALIGNMENT

MERIT FOCUSED HOLISTICMERIT FOCUSED HOLISTIC

REVIEWREVIEW  
Uses US style evaluation butUses US style evaluation but
strictly prioritises quantifiablestrictly prioritises quantifiable
high achievement.high achievement.

ACADEMIC RESULTACADEMIC RESULT

DOMINANCE GPA ANDDOMINANCE GPA AND

STANDARDISED SCORESSTANDARDISED SCORES

(IB, AP, SAT) REMAIN THE(IB, AP, SAT) REMAIN THE

PRIMARY FILTERSPRIMARY FILTERS

STRICT EVIDENCESTRICT EVIDENCE

VERIFICATIONVERIFICATION

MERIT FOCUSED HOLISTIC
REVIEW 
Uses US style evaluation but
strictly prioritises quantifiable
high achievement.

ACADEMIC RESULT
DOMINANCE GPA AND
STANDARDISED SCORES
(IB, AP, SAT) REMAIN THE
PRIMARY FILTERS

STRICT EVIDENCE
VERIFICATION



SOUTH KOREA



UNIVERSITIES IN KOREA 

180-190 UNIVERSITIES
NATIONWIDE

GENERAL 4 YEAR UNIVERSITIES

26% ARE IN SEOUL 
50 UNIVERSITIES
IN SEOUL UNIVERSITIES?

TOP 10-20 UNIS ONLY
WHERE DO KOREANS WANT? 



CAREER GATEKEEPING
Corporate Screening: Chaebols (Samsung, SK, Hyundai) prioritise these specific tiers for
recruitment
Global Portability: Recognised branding for future employment in international markets.

SOCIAL VALIDATION
Prestige ROI: High-stakes "proof" of academic capability after years of expensive overseas
education.
Family Status: Admission functions as a certificate of success for the entire family unit.

STRATEGIC ELITISM
Alumni Power (Hak-yeon): Inescapable professional networks that dictate promotions in law,
finance, and policy.
The Inner Circle: Access to exclusive social capital unavailable to those outside the top tier.

CULTURAL ANCHORING
Identity Foundation: Replaces missing local high school ties for students who grew up abroad.
Workplace "Entry Visa": Immediate social acceptance and "insider" status in traditional Korean
corporate hierarchies.

WHY TOP 12? (3-YEAR SPECIAL WINDOW STUDENTS)







MOST COUNSELLORS 

THE COUNSELLOR
REALITY

UNDERSTAND WHERE
STUDENTS WANT TO GO

UNDERSTAND GENERAL
REQUIREMENTS

DOCUMENTATION DRIFT

STRUGGLE WITH

COUNTRY SPECIFIC BACKEND
RULES

TIMELINE COMPRESSION



TIMELINE COMPARISON

NOV-MAR
MAR-JUL

NOV-FEB BY APRIL
PEAK APP

TIME
Nov - Jan

March
July

Check
timeline

ROLLING BASE
SHORTER,

EARLIER CLARITY

Early Prep
Layered

Verification

Longer Document
Prep time

Uni specific
Templates

3 days to apply
zero tolerance

Timelines are not
interchangeable

HK SG CN JP KR ?

GPA/Predicted
Grades, Final

Grades are
everything



NO GENERAL

PLATFORM

CHANGES EVERY

YEAR
Authentication AMOUNT OF REQUIRED DOC

Applicants need to use two
different flatforms (Jinhaksa and
UWAY) but many universities want
students to apply at their own
university portal

Each university has slightly
different way of requesting the
required docs 

Korean Universities Change
Admissions Requirements Slightly
Every Year 

Admissions Guide will be released in
February (For 12 Special Window) 

End of April to Early May (for 3 Year
Special Window) 

All the academic docs must be
authenticated:

Apostille (Hague Convention)
or Consular Legalisation

Must submit hardcopy original 

WHAT MAKES KOREAN APPS
COMPLICATED 

Korean Universities require at least 6-8
required documents and it’s draining
to prepare for if you are not Koreans 





WHERE TO FIND
INFO FOR OVERSEAS
KOREANS?

If you are a foreign counsellor this website will save your life

Formatting
mismatches that
don't meet
institutional
standards.

Missing or incorrect
apostille timing errors.

https://okep.moe.go.kr/html/page.do?
htmlId=18&menu_seq=21#

https://okep.moe.go.kr/html/page.do?htmlId=18&menu_seq=21
https://okep.moe.go.kr/html/page.do?htmlId=18&menu_seq=21


WHERE TO FIND INFO FOR A
FOREIGN STUDENT WHO’D LIKE
TO STUDY IN KOREA? www.studyinkorea.go.kr

https://www.studyinkorea.go.kr/ko/main.do;jsessionid=d1mMW7qVhhbtR_mdBodMNWnvTLMFDWE48MABaYZ1.studyinkorea20
http://www.studyinkorea.go.kr/






JAPAN



WHY JAPAN & KOREA
ARE DIFFERENT
What makes these systems uniquely
challenging:

STRONG RELIANCE ON ORIGINAL
DOCUMENTS  
copies and digital submissions are often not
accepted

FORMAL EXPECTATIONS WITH LITTLE
FLEXIBILITY
strict adherence to formatting, seals, and
authentication requirements is non-
negotiable.

Physical originals required for
transcripts, certificate of graduation,
school reports, and letter of
recommendation (case by case) 

ORIGINAL DOCUMENTS

Precise formatting, individual
university template, official seals, and
authentication with zero tolerance for
deviation.

FORMAL STANDARDS





JAPANESE UNIVERSITY REQUIRED DOCS (IN GENERAL)





OLD FASHIONED WAY STILL WORKS WELL



CREATE ASIAN APP TRAKING FILTER 



CREATE ASIAN APP TRAKING FILTER 



FINAL CHECKLIST SET UP INTERNAL
DEADLINES

NO MERCI/NEGOTIATION TO
URGENT REQUEST 

PREPERE DOCS AT LEAST 2
MONTHS BEFORE 



TRACKING IS THE KEY
Students are not organised. But I don’t like to spoonfeed
students
Give them enough heads up 
keep asking them that they are the owners of the
application
Softly tell students and parents that application should be
done by the student themselves 

Personal statement (Case by
Case)
Requesting LoRs to Subject
teachers 
IBT TOEFL/IELTS 

STUDENTS
PREPARATION

Certificate of Expected
Graduation
Proof of English Medium
Education (3-6 Years Minimum)
Transcript
Predicted Grades Report 

COUNSELLORS SUPPORTCOUNSELLORS SUPPORT  
& DOCUMENT ISSUANCE& DOCUMENT ISSUANCE

COUNSELLORS SUPPORT 
& DOCUMENT ISSUANCE

Sit down with a student 2-4
weeks before the application
deadline ends 
tick the checklist together 
upload softcopies and send DHL
Courier (if mandatory) 

STAMPING, SCANNING,STAMPING, SCANNING,

UPLOADING, DHL COURIERUPLOADING, DHL COURIER

STAMPING, SCANNING,
UPLOADING, DHL COURIER

01 02 03



https://www.studyinjapan.go.jp/en/

https://www.studyinjapan.go.jp/en/
https://www.studyinjapan.go.jp/en/


https://www.mext.go.jp/en/policy/education/highered/title02/detail02/sdetail02/1373897.htm

https://www.mext.go.jp/en/policy/education/highered/title02/detail02/sdetail02/1373897.htm
https://www.mext.go.jp/en/policy/education/highered/title02/detail02/sdetail02/1373897.htm


QUESTIONSStandardised test requirements
Optionality for Japanese and

Korean Universities

Application process difference
of national applicatns and

foreigners?

students who do not meet the 3
year criteria, what limitations do

they face?

1

2

3
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