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What we’ll cover

• Overview of Dutch education system
• Eligibility & recognition
• Application & selection procedures
• How to search for programmes



Facts and figures

• 125,000+ international students in the Netherlands

• #1 country in Europe in English proficiency

• 400+ English-taught bachelor’s programmes

• 1200+ English-taught master’s programmes

• 14 Research Universities – including 3 technical universities, 1 
agricultural university and 10 university colleges

• 40 Universities of Applied Science



Systemic pressures created a challenging environment for 

institutions, students, staff and the public.



How is geopolitics shaping the landscape?

• The Netherlands has become very popular – pause on recruitment requested in 2022

• Internationalisation in Balance bill introduced in parliament – discussion/lobbying to the present (no 
official outcome yet)

• Outcomes to date: some changes made by the universities themselves

• Fewer new programmes in English to be launched

• Groningen and Maastricht phased out English-taught BSc Medicine programmes

• Small number of other programmes followed suit: i.e. BSc Biomedical Sciences at VU

• Focus on preparing students for the Dutch labour market (including language acquisition)

• Beethoven project launches - focus on technical programmes

• What else? 1 billion Euro budget but to higher education:  will affect services, possibly new 
programmes

• What are we seeing? Increases in interest and application as other areas of the world experience 
difficulties.

• What’s next? 



Much hasn’t changed: why the Netherlands?

Internationalization and international students are highly valued and welcome



Higher Education in the NL 



Higher Education Philosophy

• Access to education for all

• Highly standardized education system

• Right fit: 
• Personal characteristics, logistics, typical items for fit
• Plus: different educational options for different skills and 

goals



Dutch Higher Education System



Binary System



Academic Fit - UAS

• Logistics:

• Professional focus 

• 4-year programmes, including internships/on-the-job learning

• Some 3-year accelerated programmes

• Over 200 English-taught programmes to choose from

• Learning style:

• Thrive when you are learning by doing

• Succeed in environments with more structure and guidance 

• Interested in entering the labour market directly after your 

Bachelor’s 



Academic Fit – Research Universities



Academic Fit – UC’s



Is your student a good fit?

• Independent & pro-active

• Adventurous

• Open-minded

• Personally responsible

• Adept at time management

• Interested in new cultural experiences

• Cross-cultural learner

• Motivated

• Life skills

• Academically strong or suited to hands-on learning



Admissions and application



The Admissions Process



Eligibility Check



Further requirements?

Check if the program has further requirements*

• Subject requirements (must match HAVO and VWO profiles)

• Minimum scores required

• English language requirements

• ….other requirements?



Further requirements?

*Mathematics
• In most cases, math to senior level is sufficient for many 

programmes – business, social sciences and science/technical 
programmes may have additional requirements

• IB AI SL/HL recognition
• Most programmes accept all levels of IB math

• Math AA likely to be required: Business, Engineering, Data Science, Natural Sciences

• Math AA may be required, or may be suggested: Social sciences (Psychology, Political
science, Anthropology/Sociology)

• Association of Math Teachers has assessed both levels and made suggestions, but each
university programme can make their own decisions

• Deficiencies? Options: Boswell Beta exams, OMPT various levels



The Admissions Process



Matching…is not selection

• Checks whether the program is a good fit for the student and vice versa

• Takes place after eligibility check (but this may not be obvious for students)

• Usually an in-depth activity, can be as simple as a CV or survey

• Can be mandatory to take part

• Non-binding advice

• Underlying goal: better match between program & students to reduce dropout 
rates



Selection after the gate

• Easier (?) to get in, must put in the work to stay in!

• Binding Study Advice 

→ Students must achieve the number of study points required per university 
programme to move on to second year

→ Sometimes 45 out of 60 sometimes up to 60 out of 60

• Right fit students generally make it!

• In-programme advisers there for support throughout the year



The Admissions Process



Selection

• Approximately 20% of programmes have a selection process 
• Three types of selective programmes:

1. Talent-based
• academics + showcasing talent

2. Small-scale and intensive (University Colleges, hotelschools)
• programmes with a high staff to student ratio and a high concentration of contact 

hours
• holistic or aptitude/skill-based admissions

3. Numerus Fixus - capped numbers



Selection

Numerus Fixus:

• Highly popular programs with many more applications than places 

• Examples: medicine, psychology, physiotherapy, business 
(note: Not all programs in a field are always Numerus Fixus at all 
institutions)

• Limit of 2 applications in Studielink (1 in case of some programs: medicine, 
physiotherapy, dental care)

• Maximum of 3 application attempts in a lifetime to the same NF 
subject/programme

• Early and very strict application deadline: January 15

• Strict application & offer acceptance procedures

• Selection based on 2 or more clearly outlined criteria

• Programmes with a Numerus Fixus can change from year to year - check 
prior to application



Two-step application process

• Centralized national registration system 

• Almost all programs start with registration 
in Studielink, but not all

• Most universities require students to submit 
an application in their own application 
system  Osiris, uSis, MyUM, Embark, and 
others)

• Students need to read and follow the 
instructions per program

• Check deadlines!  Dec 1-July 1



Cost of attendance

Fees are based on nationality, not residency*

▪ EU/EEA – subsidized tuition fees; determined by Dutch 
government

▪ Non-EU/EEA – higher tuition fees but still competitive; 
determined by institution

Tuition fees 2026-2027 Academic year**

▪ Non-EU/EEA: € 6,000 - € 22,000

▪ EU/EEA: € 2,695
Exceptions: Some specialty programmes have higher 
fees, up to €6,000

* In some cases permanent EU residents qualify for EU 
subsidized fees; check with institution when applying
** fees are subject to change

Few scholarships/funding available

• Check per programme

• Mostly tuition fee waivers

• Full scholarships extremely rare

• Tuition fee loan for Dutch & EEA/EU students 

(DUO)

• If EEA/EU students work a minimum of 32 hours 

per month they are eligible (loans, grants, public 

transport cards, etc.)



Housing

•It is the student’s responsibility to find housing*

•Housing is not owned or managed by universities, but large organisations or 

private landlords

•Many different types of facilities - dorms and meal plans are not typical

•Costs vary significantly depending on city and facilities – €400-1400 Euro/month

•Demand is significantly more than supply of rooms - chronic shortages across the 

country

•Students should start EARLY, make it a PRIORITY

*exception is residential programmes such as some University Colleges and a 

small number of other programmes



www.studyinnl.org



How to find programmes



Your blueprint for studying in the 
Netherlands 
www.dutchuniconsortium.nl/resources

http://www.dutchuniconsortium.nl/resources


Q&A
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