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Outline

• Welcome (Lewis/Karen - 4 min)

o Audience Ice Breaker Activity (Karen  6 min)

o The EducationUSA Network  (Karen/Lewis - 12 min)

o Supporting High School Counselors  (Priyani/Karen - 10 min)

o Supporting the Higher Education Community (Priyani/Lewis-10 min)

• Wrap Up  - Moving Forward From Here (Lewis/Karen - 5 min)

• Q & A (10 min)



The EducationUSA Network  







SOUTH ASIA

Lewis Cardenas

REAC: Regional Manager Bhutan, India,

Bangladesh,

Nepal, Sri Lanka, Maldives

SOUTH AND CENTRAL ASIA
Karen Bauer

REAC: Regional Manager 

Afghanistan, Pakistan, Kazakhstan,

Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan,

Uzbekistan

THE SOUTH AND CENTRAL ASIA REGION
TWO REGIONAL EDUCATIONAL ADVISING COORDINATORS (REACs): REGIONAL MANAGERS



COUNTRY # OF

CENTER(S)

# OF

ADVISER(S)

Afghanistan 0 0

Bangladesh 3 8

India 6 27

Kazakhstan 3 5

Kyrgyzstan 1 2

Maldives American Corner

Nepal 1 3

Pakistan 3 12

Sri Lanka 1 1

Tajikistan 1 1

Turkmenistan 4 4

Uzbekistan 3 3

10 Countries
26 Centers, 
66+ Advisers
Hosted by U.S. Embassies,    

NGOs, Fulbright  
Commissions/Bi-National  
Centers

EDUCATIONUSA PRESENCE



EDUCATIONUSA ADVISERS

Your Global International 

Recruitment Resource  

EducationUSA advisers are 

international education 

professionals trained by the U.S. 

Department of State to guide 

students through the  “5 Steps to 

U.S. Study” process.



LEVELS OF SERVICE

Comprehensive: 

Full range of services for students and U.S. 

higher education institutions

Standard:  

Employ minimum of one adviser

Reference: 

Limited service, maintains library of books, 

and materials 



PRODUCTS AND SERVICES 

FOR  INTERNATIONAL 

STUDENTS

In-center Services

• Access to educational resources: Computer/ 

Internet, college catalogue library

• One-on-one advising groups

• Sessions/Presentations

• Pre-departure orientations

• Cohort advising (Opportunity Funds) 



PRODUCTS AND SERVICES FOR 

INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS

In-center services cont.

Individual and group advising sessions on 

various topics, including:

• U.S. higher education system

• Application process

• Standardized tests

• Essay writing

• Financial aid / scholarships

• Visa process

• Pre-departure orientation



PRODUCTS AND SERVICES FOR 

INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS

Off-site activities

● Outreach to high schools and higher 

education institutions

● College fairs: in-person and virtual  

● Virtual advising 

● Websites and social media platforms

● EducationUSA Interactive livestream



TOP 5 STATISTICS
Five Countries of Origin (with over 100 students) with Highest 

Percentage Growth, International Students (Five-Year Trend)

Country 2018/19 2022/23 % Change

Kyrgyzstan 290 705 143%

Uzbekistan 571 1,089 91%

Bangladesh 8,249 13,563 64%

Afghanistan 418 682 63%

India 202,014 268,923 33%

KYRGYZSTAN HAS 

SEEN THE LARGEST 

INCREASE 



COUNTRY Undergrad 

Enrollment 

(AY 2021/22)

Undergrad 

Enrollment 

(AY 2022/23)

Change from Previous 

Year

AFGHANISTAN 140 252 80%

BANGLADESH 1,659 2,503 50.9%

BHUTAN 100 128 28%

INDIA 27,545 31,954 16%

KAZAKHSTAN 949 1,069 12.6%

KYRGYZSTAN 322 458 42.2%

MALDIVES 14 17 21.4%

NEPAL 4,518 6,288 39.2%

PAKISTAN 3,241 3,601 11.1%

SRI LANKA 472 498 5.5%

TAJIKISTAN 103 100 -2.9%

TURKMENISTAN 122 163 33.6%

UZBEKISTAN 310 623 101%

UNDERGRADUAT

E TRENDS

Afghanistan, Bangladesh, 

Kyrgyzstan, Turkmenistan, and 

Uzbekistan have seen a notable 

increase



EducationUSA Global Resources



Examples of EducationUSA 
Working with High School Counselors  



EducationUSA Supports High School Counselors

● School Visits - The 5 Steps

● Explaining the 5 Steps

● Pre-Departure Orientation

● Connecting with the U.S. Embassy and Visa 

information

● Knowing when HEIs come to town

● Connect with parents, faculty members 

and various stakeholders

● Be the glue . . . Support your efforts

● Resource for professional development

● We are your colleagues!

● Resource to the Ministry of Education

● Knowledgable about scholarhsips

● Webinars

● Fairs

● Workshops

● Access to American Corners and experts 

coming to town/country

Working together is a win-win 

situation for all of us!



Counselor 
Network

•Strong private school network

•Counselor mailing list

•Chat groups on WhatsApp for 
all three locations

•Counselor networking events

•HEIs planning training 
webinars for counselors

•U.S. Embassy grant for 
counselor training

•Reverse college fair for U.S. 
HEI on SA tour of Pakistan





Counselor Training Institute (CTI)

● One-day training on U.S. 

Admissions Counseling -

Strategies and Solutions

● Counselor’s networking

● Presentations, panel 

discussions,  and 

interactive sessions on the 

U.S. application process

● Across Islamabad, Lahore, 

and Karachi. 



COHORT PROGRAMS
Flagship Mentorship Programs: EducationUSA Club, Summer Camp

Audience: High School Seniors

Schedule: 

● 15 hours on EducationUSA 5 Steps to U.S. education

● 30 hours on SAT, and 

● 7.5 hours of Essay Writing Workshop

● 6 hours of group consultations

● Multiple individual consultations

● Daily support via Whatsapp 

Send: Scholarships & Opportunities Updates

Offer: Sessions & Selective Opportunities



EARLY BIRD CLUBS
EducationUSA Opportunities 
for Younger Students

Early Birds Clubs is offered to -400 children

Audience: HS freshmen and sophomores

Schedule: 20 hours on 5 steps to US education, 

writing essays, and group consultations. 

Offer: Sessions, Selective Programs and 

Competitions

Send: Scholarships & Opportunities Updates 



Events and Trainings for High School Counselors

• EducationUSA Specialized Trainings (Pakistan, Kazakhstan)

• The Collegeboard Summer Institute/Middle East/Abu Dhabi

• I-ACAC: International Association of College Admission Counselors

• IC3 Institute and Movement

• Council for International School (CIS)



MASSIVE OPEN 
ONLINE COURSE 
(MOOC)

https://myeducationusa.online/
all-courses/

https://myeducationusa.online/all-courses/
https://myeducationusa.online/all-courses/


Resources OnlineEducationUSA Scholarships -
https://educationusa.state.gov/find-financial-aid

Coursera -
https://www.coursera.org/courses?query=free

Harvard Free Courses 
https://pll.harvard.edu/catalog/free

Stanford Free Courses
https://online.stanford.edu/free-courses

Khan Academy
https://www.khanacademy.org

https://educationusa.state.gov/find-financial-aid
https://www.coursera.org/courses?query=free
https://pll.harvard.edu/catalog/free
https://online.stanford.edu/free-courses
https://www.khanacademy.org


Supporting Colleges & Universities  



We Are Here for You Too!

• We are your eyes and ears on the 

ground

• Cultural and logistic Information

• Connecting you to students and 

counselors

• Education Briefing

• Market trends

• Social Media

• Understanding of educational system

• Recruitment suggestions



Upcoming Events & Fairs  



SCA IN PERSON 

FAIRS 

& 

EVENTS



EducationUSA 

Pakistan 

Spring Tour

February 2025



SCA IN PERSON 

SESSIONS



SCA VIRTUAL 

ENGAGEMENT



WORKING WITH EDUCATIONUSA
REAC PAGES UPDATED ONGOING 

Central Asia



Advisers from Central Asia. Advisers from 

Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Pakistan, 

Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and 

Uzbekistan will attend the event.

It is free and will be conducted using 

Zoom breakout rooms.

Registration will open on September 5 

and close on October 12 at 12:00 pm 

EST.

CENTRAL ASIA MEET & GREET



Q&A 

Karen Bauer
EducationUSA REAC:Regional Manager - Middle East, South and 
Central Asia      
kbauer@educationusa.org

Lewis Cardenas
EducationUSA REAC: Regional Manager - South Asia
lcardenas@educationusa.org

LET’S STAY CONNECTED

Priyani Shah
EducationUSA Adviser- Kathmandu, Nepal       
pshah@educationusa.org

mailto:kbauer@educationusa.org
mailto:rpereira@educationusa.org
mailto:kbauer@educationusa.org



	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3: Outline
	Slide 4: The EducationUSA Network  
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7: THE SOUTH AND CENTRAL ASIA REGION TWO REGIONAL EDUCATIONAL ADVISING COORDINATORS (REACs): REGIONAL MANAGERS 
	Slide 8:  10 Countries  26 Centers,   66+ Advisers  Hosted by U.S. Embassies,      NGOs, Fulbright    Commissions/Bi-National    Centers 
	Slide 9: EDUCATIONUSA ADVISERS
	Slide 10: LEVELS OF SERVICE
	Slide 11: PRODUCTS AND SERVICES FOR  INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS
	Slide 12: PRODUCTS AND SERVICES FOR INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS  
	Slide 13: PRODUCTS AND SERVICES FOR INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS
	Slide 14: TOP 5 STATISTICS
	Slide 15: UNDERGRADUATE TRENDS  
	Slide 16: EducationUSA Global Resources
	Slide 17: Examples of EducationUSA  Working with High School Counselors  
	Slide 18: EducationUSA Supports High School Counselors
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21: Counselor Training Institute (CTI) 
	Slide 22: COHORT PROGRAMS Flagship Mentorship Programs: EducationUSA Club, Summer Camp
	Slide 23: EARLY BIRD CLUBS EducationUSA Opportunities  for Younger Students
	Slide 24: Events and Trainings for High School Counselors
	Slide 25: MASSIVE OPEN  ONLINE COURSE (MOOC)  https://myeducationusa.online/all-courses/ 
	Slide 26: Resources Online
	Slide 27: Supporting Colleges & Universities  
	Slide 28: We Are Here for You Too!
	Slide 29: Upcoming Events & Fairs  
	Slide 30
	Slide 31
	Slide 32
	Slide 33
	Slide 34: WORKING WITH EDUCATIONUSA REAC PAGES UPDATED ONGOING 
	Slide 35: CENTRAL ASIA MEET & GREET  
	Slide 36: Q&A 
	Slide 37

