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Why the Netherlands?



Quality assurance: Accreditation by NVAO

Dutch degrees recognized abroad: portable 
credential

Everyone speaks English

340+ bachelor programmes taught in English

Safe and inclusive country



Warm welcome: orientation weeks

Many student clubs and associations

International classroom experience

Doorstep of Europe

Student support



Government encourages students to stay 
and work:
- European passport: no visa required to 

work
- Non-European passport: Orientation 

year

Major multinational companies:
- ASML, Heineken, Philips, Unilever
- Opportunities in microchip industry

Many NGO’s: 
- International Criminal Court, UN, NATO



Value for money

Fees based on passport: 
European: EU, EEA, Switzerland subsidized

Non-European



What can you study?



Everyone has a right to higher education, 
fit for their specific interests and talents.

Consequences:
- Different types of higher education
- Most programmes are non-selective. If you meet the 

diploma requirements, you can enrol.
- Admission requirements are often , but not always, lower.
- Selection after the gate, Binding Study Advice 

Educational philosophy



▪ Focused degrees (BSc, BA, LLB)
▪ One discipline
▪ Become a specialist
▪ In-depth Bachelor’s followed by specialized Master’s. 

▪ Multi- and interdisciplinary (BSc, BA)
▪ Multiple academic disciplines
▪ Flexibility in curriculum, for example: Liberal Arts & Sciences, PPLE
▪ Specialization after Bachelor’s in Master’s 

Types of degrees?



Find your programme



Find your programme – www.studyfinder.nl



Dutch education system

Universities of Applied 
Sciences 

Professional higher education 

Research 
Universities

Academic education



University Colleges: Liberal Arts & Sciences

More than 200 English-taught programmes, including: 

Research University
- Academic education
- 3 year Bachelor’s program, often followed by 1 or 2-year 

Master’s program
- Final research thesis required
- Learning style: fast-paced, in-depth, high volume of material, 

learning the why’s and theories of how, independent learning 

Research Universities



University of Applied Sciences

Universities of Applied Sciences
- Professional higher education: training for the labour market
- 4 year Bachelor’s programs (some 3-year accelerated tracks 

possible)
- Includes one or more internships
- Learning style: hands-on, applied, less academic/theoretical, less 

in dependent learning and more class time 

More than 200 English-taught programmes, including: 

Fine Arts 
academies

Comprehensive 
Institutions

Music 
Conservatories

Hotelschools



• In many cases, the subject determines your opportunities

• Good fit for Research University:

• You enjoy gaining in-depth knowledge

• You like critical thinking and in-depth discussion

• You are able to work well independently

• You are considering completing a Master’s degree or 
even PhD

• Good fit for University of Applied Sciences:

• You thrive when you are learning by doing

• You succeed in environments with more structure and 
guidance

• You are interested in entering the labour market directly 
after your Bachelor’s 

What’s right 
for you?



Tips for      the 
binary system

Universities of Applied Science
● Focus on learning by doing - NOT vocational
● For students who enjoy hands-on learning such as in CAS in the IB

Research Universities
● For students who love to know why things happen/work/are the 

way they are - i.e. those who enjoyed TOK in the IBDP
● Students with an affinity for in-depth knowledge and discussion, 

academic rigor, critical thinking and an independent streak
● University Colleges: an interest in being part of a community, 

academic high fliers, motivated for LAS



How to apply?



Diplomas generally accepted...

...by Research Universities

• International Baccalaureate (full) Diploma 

• 3 A-levels, minimum grades of C or higher

• American High School Diploma, with 3-4 AP exams with minimum score, possibly minimum 
GPA required

• ....and many others

...by Universities of Applied Sciences

• IBDP and IBCP

• GCSE in 4 subjects (A* to C or 9 to 4)  AND GCE with 2 relevant subjects at AS level (A* to C), 
including English and mathematics;  OR 

      GCE  with 2 relevant subjects at advanced level (D-E), including English and mathematics.  

• GCSE in 3 subjects (A* to C or 9 to 4) + GCE with 3 relevant subjects at A - level (A* to C)

• American High School Diploma



Further requirements?

Check if the program has further admission requirements:

● Specific subjects required?

● Minimum scores required? 

● English language requirements:

○ TOEFL, IELTS, Cambridge accepted

○ Some diploma’s give exemptions

● .... And other possibilities. These can differ per university and per program!

Next step, check:

• Is there a (mandatory) matching procedure?

• Does the programme have a selection process?



Does your programme have a selection process? 

▪ Talent-based selection
▪ Small-scale & intensive programs
▪ Numerus Fixus

Check the requirements and deadlines of the study 
programme on the university website !



Application

No centralized procedures or deadlines

Every university has their own application process and 
deadlines

Centralized national student administration system:



Application

How to apply?
1. Read the application instructions on the programme website.
2. Follow the instructions: complete and submit the application per 

programme.
3. Remember: total of 4 applications in Studielink, restriction of 2 NF



Special note: Medicine and Psychology

• Very competitive, few places available 

Psychology
• Clinical psychology a licensed profession in many countries, may not always 

practice in public health system of another country
• Master is required to be a therapist/counselor
• Limited number of masters in this area in English and many have few places
• Very difficult to find internships to complete practice hours

Medicine
Currently not available in English 

*Check programme websites for details



Practicalities



Competitive tuition fees

Fees are based on nationality, not residency*

▪ EU/EEA – subsidized tuition fees; determined by Dutch government

▪ Non-EU/EEA – higher tuition fees but still competitive; determined by institution

Tuition fees 2027-2028 Academic year**

▪ EU/EEA: € 2,771
Exceptions: Some “small-scale and intensive programmes” have higher fees, up to €6,000

▪ Non-EU/EEA: € 7,000 - € 23,000

Few scholarships/funding available – check per programme

EU/EEA students who work 32+ hours a month are entitled to student finance.

* In some cases permanent EU residents qualify for EU subsidized fees; check with institution when applying

** fees are subject to change



Living expenses

*depending on city and lifestyle

Housing € 300 – 1,200

Food € 250 – 500

Transport € 40 – 100

Insurance / Healthcare € 80 – 120

Books / study materials € 50 - 60

Sports and social activities € 100 - 150

Other € 80

Students spend an average of € 900 – 2,210 per month*



Housing

Characteristics of the Dutch housing landscape:
▪ It is the student’s responsibility to find housing*
▪ Housing is not owned or managed by universities
▪ Housing organisations/foundations or private landlords
▪ Many different types of facilities 
▪ Dorms and meal plans are not typical
▪ Demand is significantly more than supply of rooms
▪ Costs vary significantly depending on city and facilities – €300-1200 

Euro/month

*exception is residential programmes such as some University Colleges, and a small number of 
other programmes



Housing

How to start?
▪ Make an inventory of how housing works at the university/cities to which 

you are applying
▪ Follow their instructions and information provided
▪ Use all channels available to you – social media, housing platforms, other 

tips and tricks
▪ Consider short-term options and accommodation outside city centers – 

don’t be picky!
▪ Start EARLY, make it your PRIORITY

Important:
▪ Arrange your accommodation prior to arrival 
▪ Don’t arrive homeless or without a minimum short-term solution already 

arranged



Counselors Perspective



Q&A



: 


