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The University Perspective
Policy Drivers 
● Academic standards to ensure student success 

● Institutional mission (ex: access vs. selectivity) 

● Institutional resources: ESL, tutoring, academic support

● Compliance with federal regulations : issuing the Form I-20, F-1 student visa

Challenges 
● Balancing flexibility with standards, rigor with accessibility

● Managing expectations consistently 



High School Counselor Perspective

● Application hurdles: multiple test options, varying score thresholds 

● Lack of transparency in “waiver” criteria 

● Cost and accessibility of testing 

● Students’ awareness of conditional pathways 

● Risk of delayed or denied admissions due to unclear requirements



Common English Proficiency Pathways
● Standardized exams: TOEFL, IELTS, Duolingo, etc.

● SAT and ACT - no need to combine with other ENPF tests

● English medium of instruction in high school 

● AP/IB/A-Level English courses and exams 

● U.S. high school enrollment

● University options: conditional admission, intensive English programs



U.S. University Website Examples

College of Charleston

University of Dayton

https://charleston.edu/admission/apply/international/index.php#accordion-feb9d4c1-e24e-4371-b1c5-874e4aa42352-0
https://udayton.edu/apply/international/undergraduate/english-proficiency.php


Defining Native English Speakers

● Common App information

● Established lists of English-speaking countries

● U.S. passport holders



From Both Sides of the Table

Universities: 
● Publish clear,
transparent, student-
friendly policies 

● Offer multiple
pathways 

● Revisit policies
regularly with
outcome/retention
data 

● Engage counselors on
policies

Counselors: 
● Meeting language 

competency for higher 
education

● Advocating for
students and making sure 
students are prepared for 
higher education

Shared Goal: 
Ensuring student
success while
minimizing
barriers



Thank you! 

Questions/Comments?



Beyond Test Scores?

● Writing samples, personal statement 

● Interviews , video testimonial

● Letters from counselors, teachers 

● Holistic review: academic transcripts + context


