
Outranking the rankings:
Helping value outshine prestige



About us



Today’s Agenda

What are rankings?



Rankings Methodology



Pécs THE case study 





Case Study Hamilton College
Ranking in 2020: 9
Ranking in 2023: 18
Ranking in 2024: 14

In that time, what has changed at Hamilton?

Test-Optional application, growth in application
volume, international yield, selectivity 

What has not changed? Really, almost everything 

We are splitting hairs, and are mostly tied with all
top 30 LACs

Part of the reason why we do not publish rankings
on any materials



Case Study Hamilton College

We don’t publish or tout rankings, but there is an impact…

Admission Yield Rate, tied to ranking 

Yield at top 10: 56%
Yield at top 20: 41%
Yield at top 15: 45%

Does this mean schools with fluctuations in ranking might be
connected to changes in admission rates/waitlist ranges?



Changes in methodology for
USWNR 

3 of top 10 LACs are now military focused- West Point, Airforce, Naval

Unchanged: 20% peer assessment, 5% consideration to testing average

Changed: eliminated first-gen graduation rate factor, transitioned to pell. 

Pell incorporates only US citizens, whereas first-gen incorporates intl 

Not considered: What percentage come from top percentages of HS,
average class size, level of alumni giving, percentage of faculty with
terminal degrees, and proportion of graduates with student loans 



Case Study: University of La Verne





How to Present Rankings



Discussion Questions

We want to hear from you!

How do you feel about rankings? The good, the bad?

What do you think the rankings get right? What do they get wrong?

What is the role between rankings and value?

What do you wish students and parents asked about value vs. ranking?

What can we do as an industry to help families see past rankings?





Questions?



Contact Us
University of Pecs Hamilton CollegeLoyola Marymount University
paul kim@lmu edu

Concourse Global 
awu@eab com (until 15 October)sanchit.mittal@ontariotechu.ca
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